
To everything
there is a season…
It has been quite a ride these past 4 years as MPTA 
President … a great ride thanks to all of my PT and PTA 
colleagues who have supported our efforts to move 
physical therapy practice and the physical therapy 
profession in Michigan forward.

While direct access is inarguably our greatest legislative 
achievement since 2013 began, probably what brings me 

the greatest sense of satisfaction is the ever increasing number of individuals 
who are donating their time and passion to the MPTA in order to help move 
us forward. 

We have a record number of early career PTs and PTAs (first 5-years after 
graduation) serving in volunteer and elected positions.  By the time you read 
this issue of Shorelines we hope to have a record breaking number of 
members (3000+!) undoubtedly due in part to the efforts of our Membership 
Committee co-chairs, Patrick Lawrence and Jorgie Hadder. 

The Board of Directors (BOD) appointed Crystal Lamb (a GVSU graduate 
as of August 2016) to be the MPTA Student Engagement Liaison, striving 
to ensure that there is one student member on every MPTA Committee. 
Bruce Diven is heading up a new task force to look at best practices to 
better engage our membership, working collaboratively with our 
Conference Committee and our Membership Committee.  Barry 
Chesterman and Pete Loubert are co-chairing our new Practice 
Committee, looking at practice with a broader lens than our legislative and 
payment committees are able to. Karin Crute is taking on the task of 
improving our communication plan with both internal and external 
stakeholders.  The MPTA Bylaws are finalized and will be voted on in the 
next month…. If passed as recommended our PTA Caucus Representative 
will be a voting member of our MPTA BOD and PTAs will have a full vote 
in all votes… it’s about time!

All of this is coming together just since the MPTA Fall Conference… 
2 weeks ago.
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LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Craig Miller, PT, Legistlative Director

We are at the end of the 2015-16 
legislative session!  By the time you are 
reading this article the 2016 elections 
will be complete, and we will at least 
know who the incoming members of 
the legislature will be.  These last 
couple of weeks of the legislative 

session can be a time of rapid action, and as such MPTA 
and its members need to be ready to act if necessary.  

MPTA’s priority remains the opposition and defeat of 
HB4712 which would expand the scope of practice of 
chiropractors by giving them prescriptive authority over 
physical therapists.  MPTA has information under the 
resources area for the legislative section on the MPTA web 
page, detailing why HB4712 is bad policy.  This 
information is available to you to share with your members 
of the MI House to better understand why they should 
oppose HB4712.  

MPTA has also monitored other legislative issues dealing 
with auto no-fault reform, licensure of other health 
professionals, and co-pay legislation.  MPTA has had 
successful meetings with Michigan’s Department of 
Licensing & Regulatory Affairs, the Attorney General’s 
office, as well as numerous members of the legislature.  
These actions are taken to deal with the immediate issues 
and establish ongoing mechanisms to ensure MPTA is a 
“go to” organization to understand PT and health care 
issues for the people of MI.

MPTA has established the Scope of Practice Task Force to 
prepare MPTA to be able to act proactively and to react to 
issues that impact PT scope of practice in MI.  The task 
force is comprised of 6 MPTA members (Barry 
Chesterman, Paula DeLorm, Mary Green, Thomas 
Gustafson, Peter Loubert, and Edo Zylstra) as well as 3 
members from the MPTA Board of Directors (President, 
Vice-President, and Legislative Director).  This task force 

will be a tremendous addition to our legislative efforts to 
assure PTs and PTAs are practicing at the highest level of 
their education and training, in order to benefit the people of 
MI.  Legislatively, we will wrap up this 2015-16 session 
and establish our legislative agenda for the upcoming 
2017-18 session.  
Please visit the APTA Advocacy Page and download the 
APTA Action App to stay up to date on the many federal 
issues important to physical therapy.  Michigan has 
partnered with APTA as well as approximately 30 other 
states to keep members updated on state issues through the 
APTA Action App.  

If you feel that you can contribute, or are interested in how 
you can help with legislative efforts, e-mail MPTA at 
MPTA@MPTA.com

Thank you for the work you do!  
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PAYMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
Martin J. Sytsema, PT, MPT
MPTA Payment Director

First the exciting news: The 
MPTA Reimbursement Committee 
will from now on be referred to as 
the MPTA Payment Committee. 
This may seem like a small 
change, but the term 
“Reimbursement” is a much more 
passive term than “Payment,” and 

this change also reflects the terminology that APTA is using 
around the country.

On June 23, members of the Payment Committee met with 
Priority Health to discuss several matters. Priority Health 
plans to continue their bonus program for clinics that report 
outcomes through WebOutcomes, and they are pleased that 
the scores of the providers in their network are getting 
higher.  Every clinic that scores above the median score 
receives a bonus check.  Also, Priority Health is requiring 
all claims to include the GP modifier (this designates it as 
a PT intervention) starting September 1.  If this modifier 
is not included, claims will be denied.

Later on June 23, members of the MPTA Payment 
committee met with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
(BCBSM) to discuss their new Utilization Management 
Program. As of June 23, they had signed a contract with 
eviCore (previously known as Landmark—the same UM 
program that Blue Care Network has been using for several 
years) for their Medicare Advantage Program.  They 
mentioned that they were close to signing the contract for 
their commercial programs as well.  Attendees from 
eviCore explained how PTs will be classified as “A”, “B”, 
or “C” providers, and the amount of visits that are 
authorized will vary according to your grade. BCBSM will 
tell providers what category they have been placed in in 
September.

 • “A” providers have to submit demographic   
  information before performing an initial evaluation,  
  but number of visits will not be limited.
 • “B” providers will automatically have six visits   
  authorized, and then they need to submit a request  
  for additional visits.  This will be a new and   
  improved (they perception) system compared to  
  that of BCN.
 • “C” providers can do the initial evaluation, but   
  then they are required to submit a plan of care to  
  determine how many visits will be approved.

This was a very frustrating meeting for us, as BCBSM 
members present at the meeting were unable to answer 
questions about the goals of this program and even why 
they were doing this since they already are identifying and 
tracking the “C” providers. Following this meeting we 
immediately sent BCBSM a letter explaining our 
significant concerns with this new plan and demanded an 
immediate meeting with the medical director. This meeting 
was scheduled for July 1.

Prior to the July 1st meeting, we consulted with APTA 
payment specialists who have been dealing with UM 
programs around the country, including eviCore.  We had a 
good discussion with BCBSM at that second meeting, 
expressing our concerns with this program including patient 
access issues (other states’ experience shows eviCore does 
not provide authorization as quick as promised), lack of 
outcomes considered, and the increased administrative 
burden on PTs.  BCBSM expressed a willingness to include 
us in discussions relating to physical therapy much earlier 
in the process in the future.

I’m very excited that the APTA has chosen Michigan as the 
site of the 2017 APTA State Policy & Payment Forum. The 
forum will be September 16th & 17th at the Detroit 
Marriott. This is an excellent meeting to learn the policy 
and payment environment across the country. I volunteered 
at a national APTA meeting as a student and ever since I 
have wanted APTA to hold a conference in Detroit. 
Hopefully a harbinger of more meetings to come.

I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to serve our 
profession and the patients/clients that we serve.  I have 
learned so much from all of you. Thank you!

I look forward to the leadership of our newly elected 
officers… thank you for serving!  Moving forward…



As we reach the end of 2016, I would like to make one last 
pitch to encourage you to make a contribution to 
MPT-PAC.  We are running a deficit as we: 
 • continue to educate legislators on the how the   
  chiropractic prescription to PT bill doesn’t solve any  
  critical issue facing consumers and may also increase  
  healthcare costs
 • attend fundraisers to build relationships and raise  
  awareness of the PT profession (we have attended  
  over 50 fundraisers at the time of this submission,

a significant increase from the 32 that we attended
  in 2015)
 • begin the new legislative cycle in 2017 educating new  
  legislators and health policy committee members  
  about the value of our profession
 • quickly respond to issues that affect physical therapy  
  practice
Your contributions to MPT-PAC remain vitally important 
to the success of MPTA’s legislative activities on your 

behalf.  Please consider making a secure online donation 
via mptpac.org today.

In other news, we had another successful Fall Conference 
with Western District winning PAC Wars XIV.  Our 
karaoke fundraiser was a blast with around 50 people 
attending and a good mix of food, drink, dancing, musical 
stylings (of various skill levels).  I think this will be a staple 
at future Fall Conferences (maybe even a mandate by our 
future President). 

This will be my last submission as the MPT-PAC Chair.  I 
would like to introduce our new leadership team of 
Kathleen Walworth (Chair) and Kaelee Brockway 
(Treasurer).  I would like to thank the current trustees 
including Chris Hinze, Chris Wilson, Suzanne Perkins, 
Jake Jakubiak-Kovacek, Susan Talley, Mike Shoemaker, 
Craig Miller, & David Perry as well as previous trustees 
that I have had the pleasure of serving with including Kirk 
Randall, Mike Spitz, Amy Campbell, Kris Thompson, 
Michelle Ramirez, Barb Herzog, & Julie Rogers.    Thank 
you for your service!  
Finally, I would like to recognize our Executive Director, 
Jody Thornton, for keeping us in line, disliking all things 
gray, and helping us interpret Michigan’s PAC Manual.  
Thank you all for your service to MPT-PAC!
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Edward Mathis, PT, DPT, MPT-PAC Chair

 

NEWS FROM PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT!
Holly Lookabaugh-Deur, PT, DSc 
Professional Development and Membership Director

I hope this newsletter finds our membership excited about 
2017 ahead – so many changes to our profession are 
underway!   July 2017 will bring the beginning of the first, 
two year period of required accrual of Professional 
Development Requirements (PDR’s) necessary for 
re-licensure in 2019.   This process is long overdue, and a 
great step forward in protecting the public with evidence of 
continued competence. That is not to say that we as 
professionals were not staying up to date, but it is the first 
time that we will have to prove our ongoing efforts to keep 
relevant in physical therapy practice.  The good news is that 
there are 19 various professional activities that will allow 
physical therapists and physical therapist assistants to earn 
the necessary 24 PDR’s in the two year “look back” period 
prior to relicensing. Opportunities to earn PDR’s include 
CEU- approved courses, serving as a clinical instructor for 
students, reviewing current research articles and even 
serving on community committees – and these are just a few 
of the 19 options available July 2017.

More good news…. The MPTA is fully prepared to support 
our membership during this transition.   We are very pleased 
to announce the addition of the “CEU Locker” as a method of 
electronically storing all required documentation for 
re-licensure   The CEU Locker will be FREE and available as 
a direct link from the MPTA website. Information about how 

to record necessary information for each type of PDR is 
detailed in the CEU Locker, and it is very user friendly! 

Other professional development news:
 • MPTA will be offering courses at our 2017 Fall  
  Conference in Frankenmuth to help you meet 2   
  specific requirements for re-licensure:
  - Pain and Symptom Management –  Minimum of at  
     least 1 PDR credit every renewal cycle
  - Identification of Human Trafficking Victims  
 • Resources to become a CEU Provider or to have a  
  specific course reviewed for CEU’s is now available  
  at the MPTA web site.
 • Many thanks to the 12 applicants to become CEU  
  reviewers for the MPTA!  Our reviewers for the next  
  2 years will be : Linda Hall, Katie Palazzolo, Michelle  
  Ramirez, Corey Sobeck, Kristine Thompson, and  
  Gretchen Walsh

Thank you for your ongoing interest in moving our 
profession forward.  We NEED YOU to voice your choices 
and needs for education and roundtables.   I am looking 
forward to the next two years as Director of Professional 
Development and membership, and I am happy to help your 
organization in any way that I can – please contact me at 
hollyld@generationcare.org  Thank you!

Please check it out today at: http://www.mpta.com/ceu-locker/
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IMPORTANT VOTE TO AMEND THE MPTA BYLAWS

In early November an email was sent to all MPTA members 
to request review and approval of proposed bylaws 
changes.  As required by our bylaws, notice must be given 
30 days prior to the close of voting.  If you did not receive 
the email, 2 requests:  
 • Make sure you have a current email listed in your  
  APTA profile 
 • Make sure spam is not blocking emails from the  
  MPTA office
The revised bylaws are posted on the MPTA website 
under “About Us” for your review.  If you would like to 
request a paper ballot or the link to the electronic ballot, 
please contact the MPTA office at mpta@mpta.com or 
800-765-7848 x7119.

An outline of the amendments as approved by the MPTA 
Board is found below along with the supporting rationale.  
We encourage you to contact the MPTA office if you have 
questions.

Summary / Rationale of MPTA Amendments  
Note:  There are numerous editorial / grammatical 
amendments which do not meet the content criteria needed 
for a membership vote; those are not included below. 
Interested members may compare the current MPTA 
Bylaws (March 23, 2012) with this amended Bylaws 
document. Below is a summary of non-grammatical 
changes along with the associated rationale.
 • PTA members will have one full vote at the Chapter  
  (includes Districts) level (Art. IV, Sec. 2)
  - Since the APTA House of Delegates passed a  
   motion in 2015 to allow PTAs a full vote at the  
   component level, 21 Chapters and 6 Sections have  
   approved PTAs having one full vote within their  
   own bylaws.  Additionally, 10 Chapters and 2  
   Sections are pending. 
 • PTA Caucus Representative will serve on the MPTA  
  BOD (Art. V, Sec.1)
  - Improve communication within BOD on PTA  
   member issues. 

 • Chief Delegate will serve 2 consecutive terms, not 3  
  consecutive terms (Art. V, Sec. 3)
  - 2 consecutive terms now match the rest of the Board  
   of Directors.  Previously the Bylaws stated 3   
   consecutive terms only for the Chief Delegate  
   because this was initiated prior to electronic   
   communication and APTA year-round governance  
   processes.  
 • Removed the 1-year term of Past President from  
  Bylaws (was Art. V, Sec. 6, E) 
  - Parliamentarian recommended; there was potential  
   for conflict and may impede change.
 • Finance Committee – expanded members and   
  formalized duties (Art. V, Sec. 6, D)
  - To increase efficiency and create a larger pool of  
   members working on the budget.
 •  Added nominations from the membership into the  
  election process (Art. VII, Sec. 1, C)
  - Parliamentarian recommended; this is another  
   opportunity for member involvement.  
 • Elections now need a minimum return of five percent  
  (5%) of total ballots or 100 ballots returned whichever  
  is least to have a valid election (Art. X, Sec.1)
  - Parliamentarian recommended stating a minimum  
   of return for a valid election. 
 • Speaker of the Chapter Meeting (Art. XII, Sec. 4)
  - Previous Bylaws incorrectly used “Chapter   
   Meeting”, “Chapter Membership Meeting” and  
   “Membership Meeting” interchangeably.  All  
   language now simply states “Chapter Meeting”  
   including the correct title, Speaker of the Chapter  
   Meeting. 
 • District Officers – The minimum number of District  
  Officers shall be two. (Art. XIII, Sec.1, E)
  - Eliminates the need to find more candidates at the  
   District level, unless the District decides that it  
   wants more elected officers.  
 • Bylaws revisions / amendments will need a minimum  
  return of five percent (5%) of total bylaws ballots or  
  100 bylaws ballots whichever is least to revise the  
  bylaws. (Art. XVI, Sec.1)   

New Website Features – Visit mpta.com!

Look under the Resources tab to see:
Michigan Physical Therapy

Clinical Education Consortium Resources

Look under Continuing Education to see:

CEU Locker – Our new platform for tracking
your Professional Development Requirements!
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MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT
Aubrey Jabour, PT, DPT

Where do you work? I am an independent contractor. I actually just started my own contracting 
company, Jabour PT Services, LLC. Currently I’m located in Kodiak Island, Alaska.

How do you find jobs? This is my first time getting a position as an independent contractor. One 
of my current co-workers used to work in Traverse City, MI area and I grew up in that area. 
Originally, the position was posted as full time, they contacted me and they were agreeable to 
having me come on under a short term contract. I previously worked for 2 other travel companies 
and had travel positions in Hillsdale, MI, Anniston, AL, and Midland, MI. 

What setting are you currently working in? I am currently working in outpatient orthopedics, 
but my previous positions included home health PT services, outpatient neuro, acute care, and skilled nursing facility 
settings. 

When did you become an MPTA member? I’ve been an APTA/MPTA member for 3 years now, my membership began 
as a student at Central Michigan University.

What makes you value your MPTA Membership? I enjoy being an APTA/MPTA member for the continuing education 
and networking opportunities. Additionally, now that I’m an independent contractor I’m excited to see what type of contacts 
I can make for future contracting positions through connections I make at various APTA/MPTA events. 

What’s the most interesting thing about practicing in Alaska? Some of my patients have to come to me by skiff or by 
boat! It’s interesting to get cancellations because the water was too choppy or the weather was too bad for the plane to fly!
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If you were not among the almost 400 attendees at this year’s 
Research Day and Fall Conference, here are some of the 
exciting and educational opportunities you missed out on: 
 • A standing room only Inez Peacock Keynote Speech,  
  “Treating Patients, Not Parts,” given by Erin Jackson J.D.  
 • Braving the cold temps early Saturday morning to  
  participate in the Parking Lot Challenge 
 • Educational sessions addressing PT at the beginning  
  of life (Intensive Peds) to those near the end (Late  
  Stage Chronic Disease Management: Evidence of PT  
  and Palliative Care) and everything in between   
  (including sports med, cervical mobs, cancer
  survivors, pregnancy, pelvic floor, and migraines)
 • The Membership Meeting, Lunchtime Roundtables,  
  and sessions on community design, exoskeletons,  
  using research and technology for clinical decisions,  
  utilization of acute PT and emerging trends in PT  
  showed us how our profession is moving forward
 • Networking opportunities in the Exhibit Hall and  
  during the MPT-PAC Social Friday evening  
 • Honoring many PTs, PTAs, and students during the  
  Award’s Dinner

We Need You!
Our conferences would not be successful without the 
support of exhibitors/sponsors as well as the help of the 
Conference Committee and many volunteers.   Contact the 
MPTA if you would like to be an exhibitor/sponsor at a 
future MPTA Conference or would like to be a part of the 
Conference Committee.  We’d love to have you join us!

What’s Next?
Don’t miss out on Spring Conference happening March 25, 
2017 in East Lansing!  Visit mpta.com and/or our Facebook 
page for more details.   Save the date for Fall Conference in 
Frankenmuth Oct 13-14, 2017.

Did you know presenting at conference counts towards 
PDRs?   Consider submitting a session proposal for a future 
conference.  Submission forms can be found on the MPTA 
website under “Events”.

2016 RESEARCH DAY AND
FALL CONFERENCE WRAP-UP

Awards Dinner – Sue Talley addressing the guests

PreConference Course  - Speaker Doug Creighton

Thank you to our
Silver Sponsors
Life Beyond Barriers
and Hanger

Melanie Wells, PT
MPTA Director of Conferences
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Congratulations to all those who received 
awards at the MPTA Annual Awards 
Ceremony October 14, 2016

Marjorie Stamm
Outstanding Service Award
David Perry, PT

Jane Murdock
Legislative Award
Susan Talley, PT, DPT

APTA/MPTA
Emerging Leader Award
Christopher j. Hinze, PT, DPT

MPTA Outstanding Clinician Awards
 • Outstanding Physical Therapist
  Wendy Carender, PT
 • Outstanding Physical Therapist Assistant
  Joan Ross, PTA
 • Outstanding PT/PTA Team
  Kasey McKanna, PT
  Margaret (Peggy) Tuckfield, PTA

President’s Award
MPTA Payment Committee:
Martin Sytsema, PT, MSPT
David Gilboe, PT
Barbara Herzog, PT
Jake Jakubiak-Kovacek, PT
Chris Nawrocki, PT, MS
Gina Otterbein, PT

MPTA Outstanding Student Awards:
Andrews University – Chantal Williams, SPT  
Central Michigan University – Kristie Koppinger, SPT  
Delta College – Ashley Foor, SPTA
Grand Valley State University – Laura Goedhart, SPT 
Mott Community College – DaQuan Whitaker, SPTA
Oakland University – Lauren LaBelle, SPT 
South University, Novi – Hasnain Shah, PTA
University of Michigan – Flint – Kayla Stockdale, SPT 
Wayne State University – Kathleen Bowerson, SPT

MPTA Clinical Education Consortium
Special Interest Group

Cindy Kincaid
Outstanding Clinical Instructor Award
Megan Roxbury, PT

Norene Clouten
Outstanding Center Coordinator of Clinical Excellence
Judy Aikman, PT
Kim Schwartz, PT, DPT

MPTA Institute for Education and Research Awards

Mabel E. Holton Research Award
Jennifer Blackwood, PT, PhD

Richard Darnell Research Award
Christine Stiller, PT PhD

Team Rehab Scholarships
 • Andrews University - Chas Frey, SPT 
 • Grand Valley State University - Laura Goedhart, SPT
 • Central Michigan University - Nadia Wahid, SPT 
 • Oakland University -  Becky Warunek, SPT
 • University of Michigan – Flint  - Teresa Labadie, SPT
 • Wayne State University-  Samantha Schuknecht, SPT 

And a Fond Farewell to Sue Tally
MPTA President for 2 Terms (2013-2016)

MPTA AWARDS 

Sue Tally, MPTA President
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AWARDS

Marjorie Stamm Award  -
David Perry and Susan Talley

Emerging Leaders Award
Chris Hinze with Shannon Kleinert
Emerging Leaders Award
Chris Hinze with Shannon Kleinert

MPTA Outstanding Clinician Awards

Outstanding PT
Wendy Carender with
Holly Lookabaugh-Deur

Outstanding PTA
Joan Ross
Outstanding PTA
Joan Ross

Outstanding PT/PTA Team
Kasey McKanna and Peggy Tuckfield
pictured with Holly Lookabaugh-Deur

Wendy Carender with
Holly Lookabaugh-Deur

President’s Award
Payment Committee
Jake Jakubiak Kovacek, Marty Sytsema,
and Gina Otterbein (Not Present: David Gilboe,
Barbara Herzog, and Chris Nawrocki)

Institute Awards:

Mabel E. Holton Award 
Jennifer Blackwood (r) and Laura Kordick Richard Darnell Award

Chris Stiller pictured with Laura Kordick
Richard Darnell Award
Chris Stiller pictured with Laura Kordic
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There were 39 Poster Presentations and 12 
Platform Presentations followed by 3, 1 hour 
education sessions.  Special congratulations to 
those who were recognized below:

Poster Awards:
Outstanding Research Poster – Student
PHYSICAL FITNESS IN PERSONS WITH EARLY TO 
MODERATE STAGE DEMENTIA 
Gorman, G1, Brooke, I1, Nikula, M1, Pociask, F.D1, 
Adamo, D.E1,2, and DiZazzo-Miller, R1. 1Department of 
Healthcare Sciences and 2Institute of Gerontology, Wayne 
State University, Detroit, Michigan.

Outstanding Research Poster – Professional
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE WII AT IMPROVING 
BALANCE IN OLDER ADULTS: A SYSTEMATIC 
REVIEW
Kinne BL, Finch TJ, Macken AM, Smoyer CM; Grand 
Valley State University, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Outstanding Research Poster – Case Report
REHABILITATION FOLLOWING A COMPLEX 
ACETABULAR LABRAL RECONSTRUCTION AND 
REVISION OSTEOPLASTY: A CASE REPORT
Van Hoven, EL, Green MN, Walsh, GR; Grand Valley 
State University; Grand Rapids, Michigan

MPTA Institute for Education and Research Grants
Congratulations to our 2016 Large Grant Award Winner!
Mary Roberts, PT, DPT, NCS

Do YOU have research and need funding? As a member of 
the MPTA, the Institute for Education and Research offers 
two options for physical therapists, physical therapy 
assistants and students! Follow the link below to learn more 
about the large and small grant options. 
https://mpta.com/institute-education-research/

Small Grant Applications continue to be accepted at any 
time throughout the year! Apply now for $100 towards your 
current/future research projects. 

2017 Large Grant Applications for a $500 award are due 
August 1, 2017. 

MPTA INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

RESEARCH DAY

Research Day – Photos of Poster Hall
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Crystal Lamb, PT
Student Engagement Liaison

Latin Americans United for Progress (LAUP) and the Latin 
American youth of Holland, Michigan are thankful for the 
donations gathered at the 2016 MPTA Fall Conference.  
LAUP is an organization that engages at-risk youth within 
this Western District community in school and other 
activities. A school supply drive was organized across the 
state and donations were transported with conference 
attendees to Holland, Michigan.  Thank you to all who 
donated and helped to make a difference! There were 
multiple boxes filled with a wide variety of high quality 
school supplies from pencils to graphing calculators.  In 
addition, the MPTA provided a cash donation of $263 to 
LAUP that was collected during the MPTA Membership 
Meeting.  

This service activity was inspired by the annual Global PT 
Day of Service (PTDOS) on October 18, 2016.  PTDOS is 
a global initiative to unite the physical therapy profession in 
bettering our communities, to inspire others to participate in 
service, and to educate the public on what physical therapy 

is and what we do as a profession! Physical therapy is all 
about making a difference in our patient’s lives each day 
and PTDOS is a commitment that we will extend beyond 
our patients and reach out to our communities. 

The MPTA supports this initiative and organized the 
charity drive for LAUP in participation with PTDOS. 
PTDOS fell on the same day as the MPTA Fall Conference 
in Holland and Western District Chair, Kaelee Brockway, 
provided insight into the need within the local community. 
Kaelee recognized the meaningful work achieved by LAUP 
and worked with this organization to idetify a need that 
contributed specifically to their at-risk youth. Thank you for 
your participation in PTDOS and your contributions to this 
community! 

For more information on LAUP or PT Day of Service, 
“Like” them on Facebook.  Feel like you are missing out on 
MPTA Events? Make sure to “Like” the Michigan Physical 
Therapy Association and your District page on Facebook to 
stay informed! 

Your Donations are Making a Difference in a Western District Community

Kaelee Brockway and Crystal Lamb pictured with PTDOS
collections at Fall Conference
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Each year, the Michigan Physical Therapy Association 
Special Interest Group for Clinical Education solicits 
nominations for the Norene Clouten Outstanding Center 
Coordinator of Clinical Education Award.  The purpose of 
this award is to acknowledge individuals who have made 
significant contributions to physical therapy clinical 
education through excellence in the coordination of clinical 
teaching.   Nominees must be a physical therapist (PT) or 
physical therapist assistant (PTA) who has been actively 
engaged in the coordination of clinical education for at least 
2 years for a Michigan PT or PTA education program. This 
year’s award committee consisting of Beth Black, Karen 
Berg and Bini Thomas is pleased to announce two winners 
of this award: Judy Aikman and Kim Schwartz. 

Judy Aikman
Judy is the CCCE for the Detroit Medical Center Sinai 
Grace Hospital.  In her letter of nomination, Jamie Haines 
included this quote from John C. Maxwell “A leader is one 
who knows the way, goes the way and shows the way.”  
Jamie as well as Judy’s clinical colleague Suzanne 
Trojanowski provided numerous examples of Judy’s 
leadership in clinical education.  Judy identifies and 
effectively addresses problems and challenges in a calm, 
compassionate manner.  She continuously evaluates the 
clinical education program at her institution and integrates 
new ideas and suggestions in order to improve the 
experiences for students and CIs alike in her clinical setting.  
She has worked to develop her own skills and knowledge as 
a clinical educator by taking the certified clinical instructor 
credentialing courses through the APTA.  Her colleague 
Suzanne Trojanowski reports that Judy has cultivated a 
culture of dedication to clinical education at her institution 
and serves as an outstanding mentor for clinical instructors 
and students alike.  Suzanne reports that Judy “believes that 
a strong student program makes for a strong department 
with promotes and furthers the profession of physical 
therapy to everyone from student to seasoned clinician”. 

Our second award winner is Kim Schwartz. 
Kim is the CCCE for the Beaumont Hospital - Grosse 
Pointe system which includes the hospital, an outpatient 
pediatric clinic and two outpatient clinics.  She is also 

involved in setting up pediatric internships for PT and OT 
students throughout the Beaumont Health system.  In her 
letter of nomination, Michelle Jahn, the Acute Care PT and 
OT supervisor at Beaumont Hospital- Grosse Pointe 
remarked on Kim’s exceptional organizational and 
communication skills, adding: “I have never met a harder 
working professional than Kim Schwartz, who is 
consistently positive and so thoughtful in all of her 
interactions with peers, students, and the general 
community. She is consistently thinking of others first 
always, considers all available options, and makes every 
interaction a win-win for both parties.” Michelle notes 
Kim’s excellent work not only within the Beaumont 
system, but also her outstanding service and leadership 
within the profession and the regional clinical education 
community.  These sentiments were echoed in the 
supporting letters written by Martha Schiller and Amanda 
Weidner.  Martha reports “Kim generously gives of her 
time to maximize clinical education opportunities for area 
CCCEs and Cis.”  Amanda Weidner states “Kim is an 
exceptional, top-notch, and inspirational CCCE.” 

The Michigan Physical Therapy Association Special 
Interest Group for Clinical Education is grateful to Judy and 
Kim for their dedication and contributions to the clinical 
education of physical therapist and physical therapist 
assistant students in the state of Michigan. Congratulations 
to both!

MPTA Special Interest Group for Clinical Education: Norene Clouten
Outstanding Center Coordinator of Clinical Education Award
By: Beth Black

tant students in the state of Michigan. Congratu
oth!

Judy Aikman and Kim Schwartz



A successful 
job search  
begins with a 
strong personal 
brand

 •  Manage your portfolio and highlight your assets 
• Develop a strong online identity 
• Take advantage of career management webinars with advice and 

business insights from top industry experts 

 The Michigan Physical Therapy Association is committed to your success. 
Let us help you achieve it. Take the first steps by updating or posting your 
profile today. 

careers.mpta.com 

At the MPTA Career Center you will have the ability to: 

Tell your professional story at the MPTA Career Center 
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This is the first in a series of articles on the Award process, 
the MPTA’s primary mechanism of identifying and 
celebrating our outstanding members.  These awards are 
nominated by YOU, the membership, to recognize our 
peers.  

The Outstanding Physical Therapist Assistant Award is 
given annually to a Physical Therapist Assistant who is 
practicing in direct patient care and is a member of the 
MPTA.  Other criteria are: 
 • Represents and promotes the role of the PTA through  
  practice and/or education as a part of the PT/PTA  
  team.  You know the PTA who patiently explains to  
  patients what a PTA is and does, who volunteers to  
  go to school career days to inform students about the  
  program, or supervises volunteers.
 • Pursues career development.  This is the PTA who  
  volunteers to go to continuing education programs,  
  even if reimbursement does not cover the entire  
  course, and attends inservices and Journal Club.  This  
  is the PTA who is enrolled in the Advanced   
  Proficiency Pathway Program or who has received  
  Advanced Proficiency so he or she can provide  
  exceptional patient care.  
 • Serves as a role model to students, peers, and others.   
  This is the PTA who mentors new PTA co-workers,  
  shares treatment skills with others through formal and  
  informal inservices, serves as a Clinical Instructor, or  
  teaches classes at a PTA program.

 • Provides services to the community to enhance  
  quality of life and function.  This is the PTA who  
  attends legislative events and advocates for patients.   
  This is the PTA who speaks to community groups  
  about safety when performing activities of daily  
  living.  This is the PTA who volunteers for Special  
  Olympics or other activities such as Marathons,
  Half Marathons, or 5K’s.  This is the PTA who  
  participated in the PT Day of Service.  

The process for nomination is simple.  The call for 
nominations (sent via email) opens in late spring and the 
final deadline is August 1.  Nomination forms can be 
downloaded from the MPTA website Awards page. The 
ideal nomination packet includes the nomination form and 
a letter with supporting commentary which can come from 
multiple people.

The next time the Request for Nominations comes to your 
inbox, take a few minutes to consider the PTAs you know, 
take a few more minutes to write their nomination, and 
become an active participant in the Awards process.   
Recognizing your colleagues is a professional courtesy that 
acknowledges individual contributions and efforts while 
inspiring others to pursue growth and development that 
elevates the care we provide to our patients.

Outstanding Physical Therapist Assistant Award
Janet Downey PT, MPT
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EASTERN DISTRICT
Jennifer Blackwood, PT, PhD

DISTRICT NEWS To get the latest in District News
see the MPTA website at
www.mpta.com/districts 

The MPTA Eastern District leadership team continues 
to organize engaging events for District members to 
advance practice!   In 2016, we sponsored six courses 
and three district meetings serving over 200 combined 
participants at these events. 

September and October were busy months in our district 
with four education opportunities including:

 • “Lumbar Spine: Manual Therapy Management”  
  and “Symptomatic SI Joint Assessment” held at  
  University of Michigan-Flint.
 • “Neurodynamical Mobilization” held at   
  Washtenaw Community College.  Thank you to  
  program director Pat Hill for hosting.
 • “Pain Management” held at Oakland University.   
  Thank you to program director Dr. Kristine   
  Thompson for the host site and refreshments.  OU  
  faculty Dr. Chris Wilson and Dr. John Krauss   
  provided information to 115 clinicians and   
  students on pain management in physical therapy  
  practice.  They highlighted the recent APTA   
  House of Delegates motion on the role of the PT  
  in addressing pain which was created by the   
  Michigan delegation.

Events are being planned for 2017 including a 
Neurologic Physical Therapy Rehab Course early in the 
year at the Rehab Institute of Michigan.  More 
information will be posted on our Facebook page 
(“MPTA Eastern District”), the MPTA webpage, 
through our monthly email communication, and in 
Shorelines.  If you are not receiving email 
communication, please verify your email address is 
correct in your apta.org profile. We are always looking 
for partners in the District to host events or to serve as a 
liaison to various MPTA committees (e.g. membership 
committee). Please contact me if you are interested. 

The Eastern District thanks outgoing Director, Eduardo 
Enriquez, for his service to the District as a Director.   

I would like to recognize Eastern District Vice-Chair 
Katie Palazzolo for her multiple years of service to the 
District serving in many capacities. Katie has played a 
key role in making all of the courses and events in the 
District successful.  Katie- on behalf of myself, the 
Directors, and the Eastern District members, 
Thank-You!

NORTHERN DISTRICT
J. Tim Zipple, PT, DSc

Chris Hinze, PT, DPT and I enjoyed the Fall Conference 
in Holland on October 14th and 15th. Election results 
were announced at the membership meeting and Sue 
Talley, PT, DPT, C/NDT was honored for her years of 
service as President of the MPTA.

In the Northern District educational opportunities, we 
had a return of Jeff Moore, PT, DPT, OCS, MTC, 
Cert-SMT to Traverse City on September 17th, 2016. 
He presented a 2-day course on management of cervical 
spine disorders with manual therapy that was well 
received. 

We continue to work towards offering a 6-hour training 
session on ‘Safe Patient Handling Skills’, to be held at 
Central Michigan University in September 2017, shortly 
after the new professional development requirements 
(PDR’s) for re-licensure go into effect. Two additional 
courses that we are working towards securing for the 
district involve ‘Modern Pain Science/Neurodynamics’ 
and ‘Kinesiotaping’. We will post informational 
announcements of upcoming courses as details become 
available on the Northern District website 
https://mpta.com/districts/northern/

UPPER PENINSULA DISTRICT
Edward Mathis, PT, DPT

The UP District co-hosted an ethics course with 
Dickinson County Healthcare System on September 27 
with 20 people in attendance.  The course focused on 
self-assessment of Core Values with emphasis on case 
studies utilizing the Realm-Individual Process-Situation 
(RIPS) dimensions and use of sample indicators to 
promote advocacy and positive professional behaviors.  
I had the privilege of instructing this course and helped 
at least one participant “make a dry subject interesting to 
me.”  I will also be presenting membership and 
professional development requirements (PDRs) to War 
Memorial’s PT team in October.

I would like to welcome Lisa LaBar, David Columb and 
Jessica Chouinard to our UPD team.  These new 
committee members will be focused on membership 
outreach, professional development, and social media.  
Welcome to the team!  
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The UPD team will be meeting in Nov/Dec to begin 
planning for 2017 and we are looking for topics and 
speakers.  Please contact us through the MPTA office if 
you have topic requests or would like to make a 
presentation to benefit our members.    Remember that 
beginning in August, professional presentations count 
towards your required PDRs.  Please let us know if you 
are interested.

WESTERN DISTRICT
Kaelee Brockway, PT, DPT

Hello, Western District!
I would like to thank you all for a wonderful two years 
as your Chair and thank you again for giving me the 
opportunity to serve you for another two years. I am 
very excited for some upcoming items we have in store 
and I look forward to sharing them with you as plans 
solidify.  Watch for updates on our Facebook Page 
‘MPTA Western District’ and on the MPTA website.

Congratulations on raising over $1600 for the 
MPT-PAC at the Western District Fundraiser hosted by 
Meri Goehring. That places the Western District at the 
top of the PAC wars! Go West! Thank you to Meri and 
Bob for their wonderful hospitality.

We hosted the Fall Conference in Holland this year with 
great success.  Over 400 clinicians, students, researchers 
and educators were in attendance.  The PT Day of 
Service project took place during Conference where we 
collected school supplies and cash to be donated to a 
local Holland charity, Latin Americans United for 
Progress (LAUP), which helps Latin American children 
and adults learn life skills and become successful!

Thank you to those who attended our final meeting of 
the year held at Borgess in Kalamazoo. A big thank you 
to Ed Orloff and his crew for hosting and to Leonard 
Van Gelder for presenting "Simple Ways to Teach Your 
Patients about Pain".

We look forward to starting again next year with some 
great new work coming your way!

DONATE TO THE MPTA INSTITUTE TODAY!   
3 EASY WAYS INCLUDING AMAZON SMILE

The MPTA Institute for Education and Research was created by the MPTA Board of Directors 
to provide a tax-sheltered, non-profit entity to promote research and education related to physi-
cal therapy in the state of Michigan.  We’re pleased to announce that there are now three ways 
in which you may financially contribute to the efforts of the MPTA Institute:

 Take advantage of our new Amazon Smile Account!
  If you go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-2420451 and make an Amazon purchase,
  a portion of the proceeds will be automatically deposited into the Institute back account.

Go to https://mpta.com/institute-education-research/, print off a donation form, and send your completed donation form 
along with a check made payable to the MPTA Institute to the address located on the donation form.

Go to https://www.crcfoundation.org/Giving/Our-Funds?fn=Michigan+Physical+Therapy+Institute+Fund
  and make a credit card donation.
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MPTA welcomes Karen 
Frederick, PT, DPT to the role 
of editor for Shorelines.  Karen 
has been a physical therapist 
since 1987 spending the 
majority of her career in 
California and a “few good 
years in Jackson, Michigan.”  
Over several years, she held 
positions as Chair, Chair-elect, 

Treasurer, Representative and Newsletter Editor for the 
Long Beach/Southbay District of the California Physical 
Therapy Association (CPTA).  On the state level, she was 
appointed to the CPTA Finance Taskforce and attended 
multiple legislative days for both the CPTA and California 
Hospital Association.  Karen saw the call for help in the 
Shorelines newsletter and knew it would be a good avenue 
to get “plugged in” to the Michigan PT educational, 
professional and political landscape.  

Through her volunteerism at the local and state levels, 
Karen says she realized the importance of supporting 
PT-PAC to achieve legislative leverage for professional 
practice issues such as direct access, inclusion of wellness 
into the scope of practice, and protection from chiropractor 
and athletic trainer encroachment into physical therapy 
practice.  “The future of our profession depends on the 
relationships we build and maintain with our legislators and 
that costs money.”  Karen believes Physical Therapists 
must support and engage the MPTA and PAC to 
collectively ensure our role in the evolving health care 
industry allows us to use our education and training at the 
highest level of autonomy to serve the public in areas of 
health, wellness, and rehabilitation.  “We can’t expect other 
associations will preserve, protect, defend and expand our 
defined scope of practice for us.  We can’t expect legislators 
to know our educational preparation, skills and high level of 
clinical reasoning when approached by other healthcare 
providers asking for rights to prescribe (and supervise) our 
services or rights to perform PT services under a different 
license.” 
 

Karen also has a passion for service.  She participated in a 
mission trip to Guatemala in 2014 and says “it changed me 
for the better.”  Installing clean burning stoves through 
Medical Teams International promoted improved 
respiratory health for indigenous people in the rugged 
outlying communities.  “The people of these communities 
do not have hot water, flush toilets or electricity. They were 
cooking and heating their homes with unvented wood 
burning fires which exposed them to harmful smoke.  Now 
they have vented, clean burning stoves which reduce the 
amount of wood the children must collect daily as well as 
improve the air quality in the home and reduce respiratory 
illnesses.”    Karen further said, “I am so impressed with 
what the student PTs are doing through international service 
trips.” She would like to hear about other PTs service trips 
and develop articles in Shorelines to highlight the 
contribution to global health that PTs are making.

Karen currently works part time at Beaumont Health in 
Grosse Pointe so she can spend time with her mom 
completing household chores, attending doctor 
appointments or enjoying travel adventures by plane, RV or 
automobile.  “It’s a privilege to spend this time with my 
mom as she’s getting older.  I appreciate her sense of 
adventure, her humor, her drive to keep moving despite 
health issues or pain.  She’s my inspiration every day.”

Looking ahead to 2017, Karen has proposed an online 
survey to poll the Shorelines audience and contributors for 
feedback to the value you get from the current format, 
content and delivery method of the newsletter and identify 
what you’d like to see going forward.  Additionally, she is 
interested in securing supportive funding through 
advertisements that add value to the readership.  If you have 
suggestions or feedback for the newsletter, please send 
them via email to karenfrederick007@gmail.com   

ANNOUNCING NEW EDITOR FOR SHORELINES IN 2017

karenfrederick007@gmail.com  m

Karen Frederick, PT, DPT
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CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
J. Tim Zipple, PT, DScPT

DOCTORAL PROGRAM IN PHYSICAL THERAPY
“SCHOOL UPDATES”
October 2016

CMU News: Jamie Haines, PT, DSc, NCS and Paul Sung, 
PT, PhD, DHSc are settling in at CMU in the DPT Program. 
They both started recently and are making an impact in our 
program as we move forward with our distance-learning 
satellite program of 12 students at Michigan Tech 
University (MTU). Our recent follow-up CAPTE site visit 
reviewed the satellite program and the report reflected the 
success of the program.

The fall is off to a slow start for fundraising and 
volunteering opportunities for our students. We recently 
had students and faculty (Jan Perkins, PT, PhD) participate 
in a Tough Mudder competition in Brooklyn, MI and the 
Student Relations Committee Meet & Greet in Lansing, MI 
in September. The students at the Tough Mudder got 
muddy. Dr. Perkins is recovering from an injury but will be 
ready for the ‘Man vs Mountain 5K Obstacle Course’ in 
Mount Pleasant, MI in February 2017. We currently have 
an 8-10 person team running together in the competition.
Cam Williams, PT, MS, DPT, our new MTU Site Director 
in Houghton, MI is settling into his new post. Karen 
Grossnickle, PT, MSPT, our Director of Clinical Education, 
successfully defended her doctoral project at the University 
of Indianapolis (DHS) in September and will receive her 
diploma in December of 2016. Congratulations, soon-to-be 
Dr. Grossnickle!!

Class of 2018 Cohort at CMU before new signage was
installed on campus

September 2016 Tough Mudder Class of 2017 students (Bryan 
Rademacher, Ashley Mejilla, Adam Clark and Maverick Nichols) 
and friends after the race

Dr. Jan Perkins after the Tough Mudder competition

GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
Bonni Kinne, PT, DHSc

At the MPTA Fall Conference, Laura Goedhart received 
the Outstanding Student Award and Team Rehabilitation 
Scholarship.  Several alumni (Bryan Alonzo, Andrue 
Bergmooser, Nanette Hannum, Christina Platko, Kathleen 
Walworth, Christopher Wolbert) were recognized as APTA 
board certified specialists.  Professor Mary Green (with 
Emilee VanHoven) won the Outstanding Case Report 
Poster Award, and Professor Bonni Kinne (with Tyler 
Finch, Alex Macken, Chad Smoyer) won the Outstanding 
Professional Poster Award.  Poster presentations were also 
given by Professor Lisa Kenyon, Professor Lisa Kenyon 
(with Courtney Brewis, Lisa Hostnik, Rachel McElroy), 
Professor Lisa Kenyon (with Abigail Clark, Melanie 
Koops, Lauren Smith), Professor Bonni Kinne (with 
Melissa Perla, Damon Weber), Professor John Peck (with 

September 2016 Tough Mudder Class of 2017 students (Bryan
Rademacher, Ashley Mejilla, Adam Clark and Maverick Nichols) 
and friends after the race

Dr. Jan Perkins after the Tough Mudder competition

GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
Bonni Kinne, PT, DHSc
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Kristen Brinker), Professor Corey Sobeck (with Anna 
Majeske, Michael Phillips, Jodi Rickfelder), and Professor 
Laurie Stickler (with Laura Kate Morse, Marissa Thomas, 
Shelby Waggoner).  Platform presentations were given by 
Professor Cathy Harro (with Kelly Conley, Chelsea 
Garascia, Andrea Shefferly), Professor Lisa Kenyon (with 
Marci Westman), and Professors Michael Shoemaker and 
Daniel Vaughn (with Brittany Bilger, Danielle Hooker, 
Crystal Lamb).  Professors Barbara Baker and Bonni Kinne 
presented an educational session.  And the biggest news of 
all . . . our own Michael Shoemaker was elected as the 
MPTA president!

Professor Barbara Hoogenboom (with Allison Huyser, 
Anna Stinson, Michael Suter) gave a presentation at the 
Performance Health Academy in Denmark.  Professor 
Barbara Baker took students (Ashley Avery, Katharine 
Cline, Jon Diep, Joseph Hanisko, Alexandra Hoyt, Brent 
Hull, Paige Niles, Rachel O’Connell, Stacey Omiljan, 
Melissa Rudolph, Anna Stinson) on a service learning trip 
to Guatemala.

    

 
GVSU students in Guatemala

MID MICHIGAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Crystal Parker, PTA, BS

The PTA Program at MMCC has 21 students in the second 
year and 17 students in the first year.  We want to publicly 
thank all of our clinical education partners throughout the 
state of Michigan.  It is an exciting part of my job as the 
academic coordinator to meet therapists and assistants 
working in our community.  I enjoy visiting the many clinics 
that provide clinical education to our PTA students, and I 
always gain knowledge on the programs, equipment, and 
patient protocols each of you are implementing to improve 
the health of your patients and clients.  The PTA Program is 
always looking to expand the clinical education program.  If 
your clinic would like to share the staff’s professional 
knowledge and mentor PTA students, we would like to 
connect with you to begin a rewarding relationship.

The PTASTIC (Physical Therapist Assistant Student 
Tactically-Involved Club) hosted a My School Color Run 
on the trails of the MMCC Harrison Campus on Saturday, 
September 24, 2016.  There were just under 100 
participants in the run.  After performing a Zumba warm-up 
led by Judith Swartz of Mt. Pleasant, runners took to the 
wooded trails.  Donated items from area businesses were 
given out as door prizes.  Proceeds from this event will 
offset some of the costs to the students for the NPTE.  
Following the run, the PTASTIC officers made a donation 
to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  

More information about the PTA Program at MMCC can be 
found at www.midmich.edu/pta.

 

PTASTIC members participating in the My School Color Run 
fundraiser.  Standing L to R:  Brittany Davis, Michael Schramski, 
Kristen Vadnais, Tonya Robinson, Sarah Dempsey, Kelsey Barber, 
Nicholas Scott, Chalsey, Stiglich, Davie Bush, Ann Altemus (Run 
Coordinator), Vanessa Tyson, and Bradley McDonald.  Kneeling L 
to R:  Kianna Granlund, Nicole Bartel, Olivia Sharp, Mary Devine, 
and Crystal Parker (Advisor)

PTASTIC officers donating to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
Michigan.  From L to R:  Ann Altemus, Secretary; Angela Leckson, 
President; Alyssa Crawford, Make-A-Wish recipient; Nicholas Scott, 
and Crystal Parker, Advisor

PTASTIC officers donating to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
Michigan.  From L to R:  Ann Altemus, Secretary; Angela Leckson, 
President; Alyssa Crawford, Make-A-Wish recipient; Nicholas Scott,
and Crystal Parker, Advisor
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MOTT COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Dr. Anar Guru, PT, DPT

Welcome Winter!  Mott Community College PTA program 
is pleased to recognize Mr. Daquan Whitaker, a recipient of 
the MPTA Outstanding PTA Student Award at the Fall 
Conference this October.  Congratulations!  

We would also like to recognize our students who 
participated in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
walk in Flint on October 8th:  Mr. Scott Pierce, Ms. Autumn 
Bozynski, Miss Erin Gray, and Ms. Stacy Tracie.  

Our second year students have just completed part-time 
clinical experiences.  They are working on a collaboration 
with U of M Flint DPT students in the areas of pro-bono 
care and increasing awareness of the PTA/PT team 
relationship.  

Finally, we would like to thank STAR rehab in Grand Blanc 
for their hospitality while providing real-life examples to 
aid in the students' understanding of Spinal Cord Injury 
rehabilitation.

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
Beth Black, PT, DSc

Our program is pleased to welcome our new Dean of the 
School of Health Sciences, Dr. Kevin Ball.  Dr. Ball comes 
to us from University of Hartford where he served as 
associate dean in the College of Education, Nursing and 
Health Professions. 

We were pleased to have great representation at the fall 
MPTA conference. Professor Doug Creighton presented 
the course “Cervical mobilizations for complicated 
orthopedic cervical conditions” and professors Deb 
Doherty and Chris Wilson presented “Late stage chronic 
disease management: Evidence for physical therapy and 
palliative care”. Professors Kris Thompson, Sara Arena, 
Sheri Brown, and Chris Wilson and students Breanne 
Walkowiak, Vera Malushi, Dan Parker, Gina Vito, Alea 
Woloszyn, Chelsea MacIntosh, and Derek Behlow 
participated in platform or poster presentations.  

Congratulations to our award recipients. These included 
Professor Chris Stiller who received the Richard E. Darnell 
Research Award and Kim Schwartz, a co-winner of the 
Norene Clouten Outstanding CCCE Award. Student 
Lauren LaBelle received an Outstanding Student Award 
and student Becky Warunek received a Team Rehab 
scholarship.

In an effort to better prepare our students for acute care 
practice, we recently purchased some simulation 
equipment.  This equipment allows our students to use 
interactive, lifelike manikins to simulate scenarios and 
procedures in a safe learning environment.

And finally, congratulations to our first, second and third 
year DPT students who participated in the Global Physical 
Therapy Day of Service on October 15th.  The students 
organized donations to benefit the Bell Building in Detroit 
and Grace Centers of Hope in Pontiac. 

In an effort to better prepare our students for acut
practice, we recently purchased some simu
equipment. This equipment allows our students

Oakland University DPT Student Awards:  Lauren LaBelle
received the Outstanding Student Award and Becky Warunek
received a Team Rehab Scholarship
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-FLINT
Karen Berg PT, DPT

It has been a busy summer and fall at the University of 
Michigan-Flint physical therapy program. 
•  US News and World Report ranked the program as the   
 53rd best! Go-Blue!!
• In August 66 DPT students graduated and 60 new DPT  
 students began the program.
• Welcome to Erica Sherman PT, DPT, MBA our new  
 Co-Associate Director of Clinical Education.
• Faculty and students had articles accepted for publication  
 into the Journal of Athletic Training, Journal of Student  
 Run Clinics, Journal of Sports Health, GeriNotes, and the  
 Compendium for Teaching Professional Level Physical  
 Therapy Neurologic Content to name a few.
• Dr. Cathy Larson was elected a member of the Spinal  
 Cord Injury SIG Nominating Committee for the APTA  
 Neurology Section. 

• DPT students from PT Heart participated in a health fair  
 at a local soup kitchen in October.
• UM-Flint was well represented at the MPTA Fall   
 Conference.  Faculty and students were involved in  
 teaching 1 educational session, 3 platform presentations,  
 and 9 poster presentations!  Congratulations to:
 -  Dr. Susan Talley on receiving the Jane Murdock  
  Legislative Award for legislative leadership and  
  advocacy
 -  Dr. Jennifer Blackwood on receiving the Mabel E  
  Holton Award for scholarly publication
 - Kayla Stockdale SPT on receiving the MPTA   
  Outstanding Student Award, and 
 - Teresa Labadie SPT for receiving the Team Rehab  
  Scholarship
• Please join us for the public presentation of student  
 Service Learning Projects on Friday December 9, 2016  
 from 11 am to 1 pm at the UM-Flint UCEN Michigan  
 rooms. 

  

 

Oakland second year DPT students on Global PT Day of Service

Oakland third year DPT students on Global PT day of service

Caption for the photo above:  Interprofessional education opportunity:
2nd and 3rd year DPT students working with nursing students in a
simulated laboratory experience.

DPTSA students participating in the Making Strides against
Breast Cancer Walk raising $4,297.00
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Beaumont Rehabilitation Services

Save the date for our upcoming continuing education course

Cardiopulmonary Symposium 
Saturday, Dec. 3

Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak  
Contact Lisa Miles at 248-898-1988 for more information. 

Not pictured: Barbara Kaye, PT, PCS; Kranthi Myneni, PT, OCS; Lisa Prusakiewicz, PT, MSPT, OCS; Kristen Simek, PT, DPT, NCS; Renee Strobl, PT, DPT, OCS, MTC

Bryan Alonzo, PT, DPT, GCS Susan Baylerian, PT, DPT, WCS Rachelle Larson, PT, MPT, WCS Kristen Maike, PT, WCS Alexandra Patterson-Tichy, PT, DPT, SCS

Lisa Pattison, PT, DPT, OMPT, OCS Krishna Rao, PT, GCS Joan Sacksteder, PT, OCS Kimberly Schwartz, PT, DPT, GCS Lauren Sofen, PT, DPT, PCS

Jennifer Stanton, PT, DPT, NCS Catherine Veeser, PT, MSPT, WCS Lauren Wenk, PT, DPT, NCS Christopher Wilson, PT, DPT, GCS Wendy Zajac, PT, MSPT, OCS
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WHO’S WHO
AT MPTA

President
 Sue Talley, PT, DPT, C/NDT
Vice President
 Mike Shoemaker, PT, DPT, PhD, GCS
Secretary  Karin Crute, PT
Treasurer  Nicholas Platko, PT, DPT
Speaker of the Membership Meeting
 Chris Wilson, PT, DPT
Director of Legislative Affairs
 Craig Miller, PT
Director of Membership and
Professional Development
 Holly Lookabaugh-Deur, PT, DSc, GCS
Director of Conferences Melanie Wells, PT
Director of Reimbursement
 Martin Sytsema, PT, MSPT, OMPT,
 CIMT, FAAOMPT
Director of Academic Relations
 Meri Goehring, PT, PhD, GCS, CWS
Director of Public Relations
 Suzanne Perkins, PT, DPT
Chief Delegate
 Cam Williams, PT, DPT, MS

DISTRICT CHAIRS:
Eastern District Chair:
 Jennifer Blackwood, PT, PhD, GCS
Western District Chair:
 Kaelee Brockway, PT
Northern District Chair:
 Tim Zipple, DScPT, OCS, FAAOMPT
Upper Peninsula District Chair
 Edward Mathis, PT, DPT

KEY CONTACTS:
Executive Director
 Julia Rice, IOM, CAE
MPTA Editor:
 Karen Frederick, PT, DPT
MPTA Assistant Editor:
 Ann Fox, PT, CT-LANA
MPTA Lobbyists:
 Evelyn Sweeney & Bret Marr
MI Representative to the PTA Caucas
 Benjamin Eggleston, PTA
Federal Affairs Liaison
 Matt Likins, PT, MPT, OCSMPTA MAILING ADDRESS:

1055 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 205
Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: 1-800-765-7848, ext. 7119
Email: mpta@mpta.com
Website: www.mpta.com

WELCOME  
TO OUR  
NEW MEMBERS

Let’s all extend a big welcome to 
the newest members of the MPTA 
family! By joining the MPTA, 
you have all taken a huge step 
in growing as a professional and 
investing in the future of your 
profession. We thank you!

Abby Tresedder, DPT
Alexandra Semifero, SPT
Alyssa Michelle Kozak, SPTA
Amaris Eve Benardo, SPT
Amy Lynn Ruthenberg, SPT
Anthony Michael Munoz, SPT
Ashleigh Ann Pickard Holden, SPT
Aubrey Lynlee Robak, SPTA
Austin Ethan Eldenburg, SPT
Austin Pearson, SPT
Becky Renee Brodhagen, SPT
Benjamin Kaspar, SPT
Benjamin Dakota Ashton, SPT
Benjamin Younhoe Choi, SPT
Blade Rohloff, SPT
Brandon James Parsons, SPT
Bria Chelsea Kamdem Kwakam, SPT
Bridget Michelle Scileppi, SPTA
Brittany Teal, SPT
Brittany Ann Charlevoix, SPT
Brooke Ashley Baker, DPT
Bryan Forton, SPT
Caleb Ortiz, SPT
Cameron Patrick Pogorel, SPT

Casaundra R. Perry, SPTA
C'Asia Alexis Bermudez, SPT
Charlotte Hotaling, SPT
Chelsea Renae Binson, SPTA
Christina Lauren Borell, SPT
Christopher Petros, SPTA
Christopher Stojanoski, SPT
Chrystin April Schultz, SPTA
Cory James Hough, SPT
Crystal Abigail Rouli, SPT
Dana A. Basal, SPT
Daniel Vincent Venditti, SPT
Danielle Arsenault, SPT
DaQuan D. Whitaker, SPTA
Dara Mahoney, SPT
Deborah Moseley, SPT
Deborah Cole, SPTA
Dillon Ommodt, SPT
Elizabeth Mary Mancini, SPT
Emily Denn, SPT
Emily Nicole Kwasniak, SPT
Emily Geurink, SPTA
Emma Schiller, SPT
Eric A. Cochrane, SPTA
Eric Mocher, SPT
Eric Krzesinski, SPT
Erikah Antoinette Distan, SPT
Eunice Yi Nang Sham, SPT
Gunnar Vagn Littrup, SPT
Haley Anne Groves, SPT
Heidi Marion Wykoff, Spta
Hillary Lauren Menestrina, SPT
Himanshu Dave, PT, CWS
Hunter Lynne Churchill, SPT
Ian M. Smith, SPTA
Ilio DiMascio, PT
Jaclynn Moretti, SPT
Jacob Centala, SPT
Jacob Dennis Lauka, SPT
Jake Lee Jennings, SPT
James Snyder, DPT
James Emeric Markos, SPT
Jamie Lynn Karwoski, SPTA

Janelle Roberts, SPT
Jared Thomas Kurdunowicz, SPT
Jessica Ruder, SPTA
Jessica Kopasz, SPTA
Jessica Marie Hernandez, SPT
Jessica E. Yoon, SPT
Jessica Tan, SPT
Jessica Jean Laperriere, SPTA
John Christopher Lerch, SPT
Jonathan Erber, SPT
Jordyn Welles, SPT
Joseph Robert Batherson, SPT
Joshua Wenzlaff, SPT
Joshua Adam Ross, SPT
Jovin Philip, SPT
Julia LeBert, SPT
Justin William Baetz, SPT
Kaleigh L. Swanson, SPT
Karen Sharkey, SPT
Karly Kimble, SPT
Kate J. VanLandschoot, SPT
Kathryn Kelley, SPT
Kimberly L. Dietrich, SPT
Kimberly Sue Morck, SPT
Kimberly Wing, PT
Kimberlyn Elizabeth McDonald, SPT
Kristen Nicole Johnson, SPT
Kristin Nicole Carl, SPT
Kwesi Deonte' Easley, SPT
Laura J. Clegg, SPTA
Lauren Michelle Naughton, SPT
Leor Giladi, SPT
Logan Michael Wagner, SPT
Lucian Boar, SPT
Lyndsey Lea Crosbie, SPT
MacKenzie Ann Mikolajczyk, DPT
Marina Bacus, SPT
Marissa Lynch, SPTA
Mark Anthony Bell, SPTA
Mary Kate Mixan, SPT
Mary Allison Montgomery, SPT
Mary Alice Hewelt, PT, MPT
Maxine Lane, SPTA

Megan Achatz, PTA
Megan Mae Manninen, SPT
Melissa Marie Pomaranski, SPTA
Meryn Grace Frey, SPT
Michael Forgach, PT, DPT
Michelle Griffin, PT, DPT
Morgan Albertson, SPT
Nate Ryan Rosenbaum, SPT
Nicholas Andrew Mychalowych, SPT
Nicholas John Vandermyde, SPT
Nickay Garvin, SPT
Nicole Margaret Malloy, SPTA
Rachel Smith, SPT
Randall Sarno Ulangca, SPT
Rebecca Zawodny, SPT
Rhonda Charara, SPT
Rose Evelyn Starceski, SPT
Ruoxi Fu, SPT
Ryan Kilgore, DPT student
Sanjay Sarin, PT
Sarah Ann Haller, SPT
Sarah Scarfone Sherer, SPT
Sarah Park, SPT
Scott Wesley Pummill, DPT
Scott Jones, SPT
Sean M. Marshall, PT, MPT
Seunghyun Ryoo, SPT
Shelby King, SPT
Sheldon Parker, SPTA
Shelly Marie Grellmann, SPT
Shut On Wan, SPT
Stephen James Armet, SPT
Steven Lynn Brown, II, SPT
Suzanne Bessette, SPT
Sydney Marie Schultz, SPT
Timothy Humbach, SPT
Travis A. Penrod, SPT
Vincent Tomasi, SPT
Yeongmin Han, SPT
Zachary Charles Carson,
   CSCS, CAFS, CSAC
Zachary T. Bepler, SPT

2016 BOARD & COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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MPTA CALENDAR - 2017 
JANUARY               
New Years Day: Jan 1
MLK Day: Jan 16
January 7  Board of Directors Meeting and Orientation 
January 10  Michigan Board of Physical Therapy Meeting – Lansing (1:30pm)
January 23  Submission Deadlines for Spring Shorelines – Delivered early March

FEBRUARY               
President’s Day: Feb. 20
February 15-18  Combined Sections Meeting (San Antonio, TX)

MARCH               
March 24  Board of Directors Meeting – Kellogg Center, East Lansing
March 24-25  Student Conclave and Spring Conference – Kellogg Center, East Lansing
March 26-28  Federal Affairs Forum (Washington, DC)

TBD March or April  Legislative Advocacy Day and Breakfast – Lansing, MI

APRIL               
Easter:  April 16
April 11   Michigan Board of Physical Therapy Meeting – Lansing (1:30pm)
April 24   Submission Deadlines for Summer Shorelines – Delivered early June

MAY               
Memorial Day:  May 29

JUNE               
Tuesday, June 13 Board Conference Call 8:00 – 9:30pm (EDT)  
June 19-21  2016 House of Delegates Session (Boston, MA)
June 21-24  2016 APTA NEXT Conference (Boston, MA)

JULY               
Independence Day: July 4
July 11    Michigan Board of Physical Therapy Meeting – Lansing (1:30pm)
July 24   Submission Deadlines for Fall Shorelines – Delivered early September

AUGUST               
August 1  Deadline for Awards Nominations   

SEPTEMBER              
Labor Day: Sept. 4 
Rosh Hashana: Sept 21-22
Yom Kippur: Sept 30
September 12  Board of Directors Conference Call 8:00 – 9:30pm (EDT)
September 16-17 APTA State Policy and Payment Forum – Detroit! 

OCTOBER               
Columbus Day:  Oct 9
October 10   Michigan Board of Physical Therapy Meeting – Lansing (1:30pm)
October 13  Board Meeting – Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth 
October 13-14  Fall Conference – Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth
October 14  MPTA Membership Meeting – Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth
October 23  Submission Deadline for Winter Shorelines – Delivered early December 

NOVEMBER               
Thanksgiving:  Nov 23

DECEMBER               
Christmas: Dec 25; 
New Years: Dec. 31
December 12  Board of Directors Conference Call
   8:00 – 9:30pm (EST)

Future Combined Sections Meetings 
• February 21-24, 2018 – New Orleans, LA
• January 23-26, 2019 – Washington, DC
• February 12-15, 2020 – Denver, CO
• February 17-20, 2021 – Orlando, FL
• February 1-4, 2022 – San Antonio, TX
• February 22-25, 2023 – San Diego, CA
• February 14-17, 2014 – Boston, MA
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