
Our Practice 
Our Profession
Our Professional Association
When each of us chose to become physical therapists or 
physical therapist assistants we chose to become 
practitioners of physical therapy. First and foremost is our 
practice... our ability to examine, evaluate, diagnose, and 
develop a prognosis and a plan of care to help our 
patients/clients participate in their many life roles. In other 
words, we wanted to make a difference people’s lives. 

 During school we began to develop our personal scope of practice. When 
we graduated we had the personal scope of practice of an entry-level generalist 
practitioner. There was still so much to learn. Through professional 
development and experience we shaped our personal scope of practice by 
expanding our depth of understanding and skills in our area(s) of interest, 
developing our expertise. At the same time our personal scope narrowed in the 
areas we did not actively work to maintain. 
 We are called to recognize what is and what is not within our personal 
scope of practice and to refer our patients/clients who need physical therapy 
that is not within our personal scope of practice. Our personal scope of 
practice is a subset of our professional scope of practice, it cannot be larger 
than our professional scope of practice. Our professional scope of practice is 
defined by our standard of care. Evidence for our professional scope of 
practice is evolving; tests and measures and interventions change over time. 
Our collective skills and dispositions, the science of healing and the art of 
caring all contribute to our professional scope of practice. 
 MPTA, our professional association, works hard to assure that 
opportunities to develop and grow our personal scope of practice are offered 
at reasonable cost. MPTA’s advocacy for professional development 
requirements supports the need to maintain our personal scope of practice. 
MPTA continuously strives to prevent the constraint of our professional scope 
of practice due to legislative, regulatory or payment rules.  Each and every PT 
and PTA in this state are critical members in the MPTA. Our professional 
association is vital in maintaining our personal and professional scope of 
practice. Advocate for our practice, our profession and our professional 
association. Be a member, recruit a member! Now!
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LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Craig Miller, PT, Legistlative Director

Craig Miller, PT

SAY NO TO HB4712!  
MPTA held its annual Advocacy Day 
in Lansing on April 13th.  We started 
the day with an educational session 
detailing why MPTA opposes HB4712, 
noting specifics as to why there is no 
need for chiropractors to have prescrip-
tive authority over physical therapists.  

Additionally, MPTA discussed the ideals of fair co-pays for 
PT and the merits of having an interstate licensure compact 
for PT/PTA.  Refer to the Legislative Resource page at 
MPTA.com for detailed talking points.  MPTA members 
from across the state were able to talk to legislators through-
out the day, starting with breakfast, and culminating in 
individual legislator appointments.  Thank you to all the 
members who attended as well as the group of individuals 
who worked to make the day a success!

This seems to be an appropriate time to share some of what 
it takes to have a successful legislative program.  First, it is 
important to note MPTAs legislative activities include both 
legislative and regulatory areas, as the two are so intimately 
intertwined.  There is almost no end to the activities that 
occur throughout a 2 year legislative session in Michigan 
(current session ends 12/31/2016).  MPTA retains the 
services of the Lansing lobbying firm of Muchmore, 
Harrington, Smalley and Associates (MHSA), utilizing 
their services to keep MPTA up to date on legislative 
activity important to PT in Michigan.  The single most 
important component to success is making our voice heard!  
It is up to all of us to engage with legislators and encourage 
non-members to get involved as well.   MPTA BOD 
receives routine legislative activity reports from MHSA 
that contain legislation which may directly or indirectly 
impact physical therapy, as well as the health and safety of 
the people of Michigan.  With the help of MHSA, MPTA 
tracks this legislation and, depending on many factors, may 
elect to take a more active role by either shaping the 
proposed legislation or by taking steps to support or oppose 
the legislation.  MPTA, in coordination with the 
MPT-PAC, works to ensure that we have time with 
legislators by attending political events/fundraisers.  MPTA 
Board members attend Michigan Board of Physical 
Therapy meetings, meet in person with members of the 

Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), 
routinely discuss with APTA issues that arise in other states 
all in an effort to be well positioned to handle 
legislative/regulatory issues in Michigan.  MPTA has a 
Legislative Committee that is a great way for members to 
gain more information and start to explore opportunities to 
serve.  There are undoubtedly aspects of the Legislative 
Committee that can be improved upon, and that is a goal for 
the coming year.  This does not even begin to touch on the 
various issues that take place on a Federal level.  
Fortunately, MPTA has a Federal Affairs Liaison, Matt 
Likins, who works closely with APTA to keep MPTA 
updated on national issues.  

Clearly, there is much more to having a successful 
legislative program that goes well beyond an annual 
advocacy day.  MPTA needs to have engaged members 
who use their talents to benefit the profession, and share 
their passion for providing physical therapy services.  If you 
feel that you can contribute more than you currently do, or 
are interested in how you can help with legislative efforts, 
e-mail MPTA at MPTA@MPTA.com.

Thank you for the work you do!  

Respectfully,

Craig Miller, PT
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APTA FEDERAL AFFAIRS FORUM
Matthew Likins, PT, MPT, OCS
Federal Affairs Liaison

The annual Federal Affairs Forum in Washington, DC was 
held in early April.  250 PT/PTA/SPTs from 46 states 
attended.  Michigan was represented by yours truly and first 
time attendee Dr. Stephen Wigger.  It is standard practice to 
choose 3 issues to highlight with Congressional meetings.  
This year the issues were 1) Permanent repeal and reform of 
the Medicare therapy cap (H.R. 775/S. 539).  The current 
exception process runs through 2017. Last year the 
legislation enjoyed a bipartisan majority of support in the 
house with 225 cosponsors and more than 1/3 of the Senate.   
2) The Physical Therapist Workforce and Patient Access 
Act (H.R. 2342/S. 1426); adding PTs to the National Health 
Services Corps Loan Repayment Program which would 
allow for student loan forgiveness for PTs choosing to work 
in under-served areas.  And 3) The Prevent Interruptions in 
Physical Therapy Act (H.R. 556/S. 313) allowing PTs to 
enter Locum Tenens arrangements under Medicare.  

Meetings were held with Sen. Gary Peters, the staff of Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow, and multiple congressmen and/or their 
legislative assistants.  APTA is also working on many other 
issues, including increasing NIH funding for rehab 
research, the SAFE PLAY Act (concussion management), 
Interstate licensure for sports team coverage, and Medicare 
private contracting for PTs which would allow PTs to “opt 
out” of the Medicare program and contract directly with 
Medicare beneficiaries.

Please remember that this advocacy on behalf of you/your 
profession and your patients is made possible by your 
continued APTA/MPTA membership and your 
contributions to the PT-PAC.  Our patient's access to 
quality and appropriate physical therapy (not to mention our 
livelihoods) is dependent on the actions of Congress (for 
better or for worse).  APTA sent out a Legislative Action 
Alert requesting members send e-mails on our issues to 
coincide with our efforts "on the Hill." Thank you to those 
that participated!  The e-mails and the Hill visits amplify 
each other significantly.  If you did not participate, please 
download the APTA action app or go to APTA.org and use 
the Advocacy tab to contact your members of Congress 
today.  Sample letters are pre-written - just remember to 
customize them (even slightly).

Matt Likens, Senator Gary Peters and Stephen Wigger 



The MPT-PAC would like to congratulate Grand Valley 
State University for winning College Wars VI and 
collecting the prestigious “Golden Goniometer” and Delta 
College won the PTA school contest and the “Freedom Gait 
Belt” for the second year in a row.  Overall, the students 
helped make this our most successful student drive to date.  
We also held our first “Plank for the PAC” competition, 
which was won by Ashley Avery from GVSU with an 
amazing time of 8 minutes and 3 seconds, which destroyed 
my time of 96 seconds.

In District Wars XIII, the Eastern District again prevailed 
followed by Western District Northern District and the 
Upper Peninsula District.

The Spring Conference overall was one of our most 
successful for MPT-PAC, which was a much-needed boost 
in revenue as our balance has been lower than normal.  This 
influx will help MPT-PAC moving forward as we continue 
to attend fundraisers in Lansing and educate legislators on 
all of the positive benefits physical therapy provides to their 
constituents.  We still could use your help now as we look 
to meet new challenges in Lansing.

Please consider making a 2016 contribution to MPT-PAC 
by going to www.mpta.com and making a secure online 
donation.  A club level contribution of at least $100 would 
be greatly appreciated.  If that is too much for you, please 
consider at least making a $20 contribution.  Every dollar 
donated helps!
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Edward Mathis, PT, DPT, MPT-PAC Chair

 

New to the profession and trying to find a way to be more involved with the MPTA? A long time professional 
looking for something new and exciting to do? Or maybe you just want to help move Michigan physical therapy 
forward? If you or anyone you know of fit into these questions, this is the perfect opportunity for you. The MPTA 
2016-2017 leadership and committee positions will open for nominations on Wednesday, June 1st. Nomination 
forms will be available on the MPTA website at that time. Also watch your emails for a link to the nomination 
form.  Members are allowed to nominate themselves or others. Individuals interested in running for an officer or 
director position may also run for a delegate position. Please complete the form with as much detail as possible and 
submit for MPTA to consider your nomination. 
Listed below are the available positions:
The following will start their terms of office January 1, 2017:

Candidate Nominations Open June 1st
Alicia Faulk, PTA
Nominating Committee 

• President – 2 yr term
• Vice President - 2 yr term
• Speaker of the Membership - 2 yr term
• Director for Pro. Development/Membership - 2 yr term
• Director for Communications - 2 yr term
• Director for Reimbursement - 2 yr term

• Delegate (2 elected in 2016) – 2 yr term
• PTA Caucus Representative- 2 yr term 
• Nominating Committee Member at Large – 1 yr term
• Nominating Committee – Western District - 2 yr term
• Nominating Committee – Northern District - 2 yr term
• MPTA Institute Trustee – 3 year term

ELECTIONS 2016 – CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
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REIMBURSEMENT REPORT SPRING 2016
Martin Sytsema, PT, MSPT, OMPT, CIMT, FAAOMPT

As is usually the case, there is much happening on the 
reimbursement front.

In late April, the Wisconsin Physician Services 
Government Health Administrators (WPS GHA – the 
Medicare Administrative Contractor that oversees 
Michigan) released a guide of the most common 
documentation errors for outpatient rehabilitation services.  
The leading cause of errors that can affect your payment is 
“insufficient documentation” in the medical records.  
Problems include missing or illegible signatures by 
therapist or physician, no identification of each specific 
intervention billed, absence of long term goals, and much, 
much more.  For links to the WPS GHA report, go to 
www.mpta.com/reimbursement 

On April 1, 2016 the comprehensive care for joint 
replacement model (CJR) began.  This may not be on your 
radar unless you are working in Saginaw or Flint which are 
2 of 73 randomly selected MSAs around the country.  This 
program runs for the next 5 years and mandates a bundled 
payment system for elective hip and knee total joint 
replacement Medicare patients (only traditional Medicare).   
How this will work is that the hospital where the THA or 
TKA will have a budget from CMS for each case that 
includes all of the fees for that case (including inpatient 
stays and all post discharge care for 90 days after 
discharge).  If the total cost of care is less than the budget, 
the hospital gets a bonus; if the cost is higher than the 

budget, penalties will be charged. On March 30, Avalere 
Health released a survey on hospital readiness for this, 
reporting that 60% of hospitals in CJR markets are facing 
penalties, and generally most hospitals don’t know where 
their patients go after discharge.

Currently, the CJR is only happening for hospitals in 
Saginaw and Flint (although South Bend, IN is also 
included, so PT clinics in southwest Michigan may be 
affected).  There is strong likelihood that this will be 
expanded, along with other payment reforms in the coming 
years.  To prepare for this - if you are in private practice - 
you should consider the following: 

 • Do you want to contract with the hospital to get a  
  “piece of the pie?”
 • Payment is going to be based on VALUE which  
  equals OUTCOMES divided by COST.  You need  
  to be tracking outcomes and know the cost to   
  provide your services.
 • When patients receive rehab for their THA or TKA,  
  it takes money out of the hospital’s pocket.  While  
  the hospital cannot prevent the patient from seeing  
  you, they can try to influence the patient not to get  
  rehab.  We need to continue to inform patients that  
  they have the right to see you for their rehab.

APTA has great resources on this at www.apta.org/CJR.

The Reimbursement Committee will be meeting with 
BCBSM on June 23 at their request.  Stay tuned for 
information following that meeting.  We are also finalizing 
a date to meet with Priority Health in the next couple 
months. We have received word that PH will be requiring 
GP modifiers on all claims to designate the services 
performed as physical therapy vs. some other provider.  We 
will communicate more about this as we learn more.

FALL CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 14-15    Holland, Michangan

Save the Date
Join Us in Holland, Michigan

OCTOBER 14-15
Special Room Rate for conference attendees and 

exhibitors - $99/night
Go to: conference.mpta.com

for hotel information and the exhibitor prospectus
Registration will open at

the end of July.
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WELCOME  
TO OUR  
NEW MEMBERS

Let’s all extend a big welcome to 
the newest members of the MPTA 
family! By joining the MPTA, 
you have all taken a huge step 
in growing as a professional and 
investing in the future of your 
profession. We thank you!

Alex Lima, SPTA
Amelia Irene Rikard, SPTA
Andrew L. Weiser, SPTA
Andrew James Bell, Delta College SPTA
Anilkumar KoshiyaMPT
Ashley Shea Nebel, SPT
Ashley LeValley, SPTA
Ashley Marie Foor, SPTA
Benjamin Andrew Smith, SPT
Bethann Marie Hammond, SPTA
Blair Templin, SPTA

Brendan Moore, PTA
Brittany Davis, SPTA
Carolyn Elizabeth Brandis, SPT
Casie Lee Parker, SPTA
Chelsea Patton, SPT
Cheryl VanDeVelde, SPTA
Cheryl R. Maphies-Swanson, SPTA
Chris M. Inman, SPTA
Clarissa Carmen Clemence, SPTA
Cory L. Troyer, SPT
Deanna Nicole Betts, PTA
Dennis Salcedo Guevarra, PT
Desiree Kay Lundy, SPTA
Emily Anne Start, SPT
Erica Little, SPT
Erin Willett, PT, DPT
Gerard McDougall, PTA
Heather Amanda Lee Brayton, SPTA
Jared Steven Eickhoff, SPT
Jennie Birk Maynard, PT
Jennifer Lynn Enriquez, SPTA
Jessica Katherine Fink, SPTA
Jessica Marie Darland, SPT

Jonalyn Quinay Damaso, PT
Jordan Michelle Zampetti, SPTA
Joseph Metias, PT, Cert.MDT
Joshua Kontur, SPT
Judy V. Marquez, PT
Julie Ann Laferty, SPTA
Kaitlyn Nicole DeVries, SPTA
Kasey Lynn McKanna, PT
Kathleen Ann Jensen, PTA
Kelly McCloskey, SDPT
Kori Lehr, PTA
Lindsey N. Gould, SPTA
Lisa Marie Donker, PTAS
Lisa M. Gingerich, SPTA
Marcus Lewis, SPT
Maria Michelle Wright, SPT
Marissa Thomas, SPT
Martin Wainaina, SPTA

Meg Ellen Lowe, SPT

Mersadie Mae Outwater, SPTA

Michael Waldron, Jr, SPTA

Michelle Lewinski, PT

Mohammad Farah Hussein, PT

Molly Schab, SPT, MS, ATC

Nathan Reynolds, SPTA

Nicole R. Murray, PTA

Paige Maurer, DPT

Paul Ghazali, SPT

peter Johnson, SPT

Rachael Ann Sturtevant, SPT

Ryan Scott Artley, SPT

Ryan D. Beaton, SPT

Samantha Lee Johnson, SPTA, SMT

Sandra Kay Farley, PT

Sarah Marie Johnson, SPTA

Sarah Saffee, SPT

Shannon Tiffany Albright, SPTA

Shannon Marie Stermer, PT, DPT

Stephanie Williams, SPTA

Travis Folts, SPTA

Vanessa Jean Tyson, SPTA

Vihangi Singh, PT

Vinita Dilipkumar Shah, PT, MPT

Congratulations to Holly Lookabaugh-Deur who received the Judy Cirullo Award for 
Exceptional Contribution to the Area of Aquatic Therapy at CSM in February.

Named for one of the founders and first president of the Aquatic PT Section, this award recognizes 
exceptional contribution to the field of Aquatic Therapy and can include, but is not limited to, 
equipment design, innovative programming or patient care, educational contribution.

Congratulations to Crystal Lamb, SPT who received the APTA Minority Scholarship Fund 
Award for Physical Therapy Students.  The award includes formal recognition at the Honors and 
Awards Ceremony at NEXT in Nashville June 9.
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

The MPTA Membership Team continues to gain momen-
tum as we move through 2016. Volunteers have been 
contacting members whose membership is about to lapse 
via phone and e-mail to thank them for their membership, 
inquire if they plan to renew, and to receive feedback from 
our members on what would make membership valuable to 
them. Members of the team have been setting up in person 
in-services with area businesses and schools to present on 
the value of membership in addition to the new PDR 
requirements. 

Co-chairs Patrick Lawrence and Jorgie Hadder were able to 
attend the APTA Membership Chair Conference in Alexan-
dria, VA where they met with APTA Staff and other 
component and section membership chairs. They plan to 
implement many strategies to “Recruit, retain, and engage” 
the PTs and PTAs in Michigan. 

The Membership Team does have need for volunteers! 
Projects vary and can be completed remotely or in person 
and can require less than one hour of time per month if 
that’s all you have! If you’re interested in getting involved 
and need more information please e-mail us a hadde1-
jm@cmich.edu or patrick.lawrence.pt@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT
Jorgie Hadder, PT, DPT Josh Kettlewell is a 2015 graduate 

of the Central Michigan University 
DPT Program. He also attended 
CMU for his undergraduate 
degree. 

An interesting fact about Josh is 
that he participated in the track and 
field team at CMU as a pole vault-
er. He won the MAC Heptathlon in 

2012 and is the current school record holder in his event. He 
is a traveling physical therapist who has worked in outpa-
tient orthopedic and acute care settings. When asked why 
membership in the MPTA and APTA is valuable to him, 
Josh says:

“I value my membership, because it grants me access to 
current research, has helped me navigate insurance compli-
ance in a changing healthcare system, and allows me to 
contribute to the change I want to see in my profession.”

As a “Career Starter,” Josh is benefitting from discounted 
membership dues during his first few years of practice. 
Thanks for valuing your membership Josh! The MPTA 
appreciates you and all of our other members!

   

MEDICAL/DENTAL OFFICE BUILDING

FO
R

SA
LE     

2400 sq ft. – 1200 sqft. up, 1200 sqft. down.
UPSTAIRS: Residential with two One-bed Apartments, 
completely remodeled with new kitchen, bath, ceramic 
tiles, windows...each leased out for $550 per/mnth each.
DOWNSTAIRS: Zoned Light Industrial - good for any 
kind of office/medical, new sixteen parking spots,
very busy trade area, new roof, new windows downstairs, 
new awnings, separate utilities, new bath with a shower 
downstairs with a kitchenette.

44855 Grand River Avenue, Novi, MI 48375
Price: $350,000 - 2400 sq.ft.

Zoning: Light Industrial – Medical / Office
CONTACT: 313-717-8138

Josh Kettlewell
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The MPTA Board of Directors voted to establish a new task force with the following charter:
Purpose:  To lay the groundwork so that MPTA can react effectively and, when possible, act proactively   
 regarding issues that impact the physical therapy scope of practice in Michigan.
Composition:  5-8 members
3 Board members:  President, Vice-President, Legislative Director, 2-5 Additional Members selected from
 candidates who have been nominated 
Qualifications:  Active Member of MPTA for over 3 years
Term:  2 years
Responsibilities:
 • Participate in a monthly conference call
 • Assist in the development of communications to various stake holders
If you are interested in serving on this task force or would like to nominate another individual, please submit a 
letter of interest to mpta@mpta.com by August 1.  

ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR NEW MPTA PRACTICE TASK FORCE

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

Deadline:  August 1

Beginning in July, 2017, long – awaited changes in the defined professional development requirements for 
re-licensure as a PT or PTA will begin!    With the 19 options for proof of ongoing competence ready for 
implementation, the MPTA Board of Directors and Education Committee anticipate a greater number of 
applications for CEU approval in the coming year.   Each CEU application is reviewed by an appointed CEU 
reviewer for the MPTA.    
CEU reviewers utilize a checklist of key components of a quality educational experience to provide feedback and 
authorize courses and programs for Michigan CEU’s.    Qualified candidates for CEU review should meet the 
following criteria:  1) Licensed professional with 5 years of clinical experience.   2)  Verified attendance at a 
minimum of 3 continuing educational courses  3) Evidence of teaching:  Equivalent of 16 hours of teaching – 
inservices, CEU courses, academic courses, etc. for licensed professionals.  
We are planning to host a CEU reviewer workshop at the Fall conference in Holland. CEU Reviewers receive a 
stipend for each course reviewed.  For more information or if you are interested in becoming a CEU reviewer, 
please email mpta@mpta.com.   Thank you for your service!”

CALL FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION REVIEWERS!

Needs an Editor!
Would you enjoy using your creativity to help shape the content of this newsletter while working with members at 
all levels?  If so, please contact the MTPA office:  mpta@mpta.com
 Position Description:  The Editor works with the Executive Director to develop content for 4 Shorelines 
newsletter issues each year.  During the design and production phase, the Editor will determine article placement 
and will assist in the final proofing of copy. 
 Time Required:  4- 6 hours per week for 2 weeks during the collection, design and production phase of each 
issue.   The 2 week periods would coincide with the article submission dates for each issue.  In 2016 these dates 
are January 25, April 25, July 25 and October 21.  Variable hours required at other times during the year to 
develop topics and solicit content.

JULY 25 – NEXT DEADLINE FOR SHORELINES CONTENT AND AD SUBMISSIONS
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ACADEMY OF GERIATRIC PHYSICAL THERAPY (AGPT) MEMBERS -
Did you know that the section has state advocates that are working for you? 

Section advocates: The link between sections and its 
members: 
The role of the State advocate is to help advance the mission 
of the AGPT: “to further our members’ ability to advocate 
for optimal aging and to provide best practice physical 
therapy.” This is accomplished via regular communication 
between the State advocates and Section members. Upon 
joining the Section, new members receive a welcome email 
from their advocates with information on State level 
resources and how to contact their advocate with ideas or 
for more information from the Section. Members also 
receive regular communication on State level topics of 
interest to the geriatric clinician. 

In previous years, Michigan’s advocates have worked to 
help organize events for National Fall Prevention aware-
ness day and helped to support consumer education events 
to highlight the value of PT services for the older adult. For 
2016, our goals are to:

 1. Promote statewide involvement in National Fall  
  Prevention Awareness Day
 2. Organize and participate in SAFE screenings at the  
  Michigan Senior Olympics
 3. Assist in organizing a study group for those   
  planning to take the Geriatric Certified Specialist  
  exam in 2017. 

Do you have an idea for a goal for 2017?  Do you have any 
questions about your section membership? How can we 
help make your membership in the Section more valuable? 
Are you interested in helping to serve as a state advocate or 
participating in any of the events we have planned for 
2016? We would love to hear from you!

Please contact us at AGPTMIAdvocate@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Melanie Wells, PT
Chris Hinze, PT, DPT

We are proud to report the continued increase in visibility of 
the MPTA within the Michigan Cancer Consortium.  Deb 
Doherty, MPTA representative to the MCC presented an 
educational session at the annual Meeting in November, 
2015 on “Physical Activity for Treatment of Fatigue, 
Cardiotoxicity, Chemobrain, Recurrence and Mortality of 
Cancer” that was well received.  As a result, Deb was ask to 
serve as Co-Chair of the Survivorship Workgroup to help 
create patient and provider education regarding 
survivorship care plans.  As well, Deb has been ask to serve 
on a task force addressing and identifying survivor needs 
for a CDC grant that the MCC was awarded.

The MCC is one of only six states that have been given a 
grant to problem solve this issue. This is the first time that a 
physical therapist is serving on these committees.  Reyna 
Colombo, also an MPTA representative to the MCC, is 
serving as a member of the Survivorship Work Group.  Her 

expertise in rehabilitation and administration allows the 
MCC to learn about rehab from a perspective new to the 
membership.  Reyna has also been ask to present “Design 
and Implementation of an Oncology Rehabilitation and 
Wellness Program” at the 8th National conference on Next 
Generation Comprehensive Breast Centers of Excellence 
Conference in Jacksonville, Florida in May.  We continue 
to make great strides in putting rehab at the table to be 
considered an essential member of the cancer care team.  

Submitted by Deb Doherty, PT, PhD, CEAS,
Assistant Professor,
Oakland University Physical Therapy Program

MICHIGAN CANCER CONSORTIUM UPDATE
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MPTA AWARDS – RECOGNIZE AND
CELEBRATE THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF OUR MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS

DONATE TO THE MPTA INSTITUTE TODAY!   
3 EASY WAYS INCLUDING AMAZON SMILE

Please submit your nominations by August 1 for the 
following:  Information and forms are found on the MPTA 
awards page:  mpta.com/awards/

MPTA Awards
 • Marjorie N. Stamm Outstanding Service Award
 • Physical Therapist Assistant Outstanding Service Award
 • Alan S. Jeffrey Outstanding Service Award – honor for  
    someone outside the profession
 • Outstanding Clinician Awards (PT, PTA, PT-PTA Team)
 • Outstanding student (PT and PTA) – one selected from  
  each education program
 • President’s Award

MPTA Institute for Education and Research Awards
 • Richard E. Darnell Research Award
 • Mabel E. Holton Award
 • Team Rehab Student Physical Therapist Scholarships

The MPTA Institute for Education and Research was created by the MPTA Board of Directors 
to provide a tax-sheltered, non-profit entity to promote research and education related to physi-
cal therapy in the state of Michigan.  We’re pleased to announce that there are now three ways 
in which you may financially contribute to the efforts of the MPTA Institute:

 Take advantage of our new Amazon Smile Account!
  If you go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-2420451 and make an Amazon purchase,
  a portion of the proceeds will be automatically deposited into the Institute back account.

Go to https://mpta.com/institute-education-research/, print off a donation form, and send your completed donation form 
along with a check made payable to the MPTA Institute to the address located on the donation form.

Go to https://www.crcfoundation.org/Giving/Our-Funds?fn=Michigan+Physical+Therapy+Institute+Fund
  and make a credit card donation.

Beaumont Health:
Rehabilitation Services

2016 Course Schedule
Muscle Energy Technique II 

June 25th- 26th 

VitalStim Pediatric
Therapy Certification

August 27th 

Oncology Rehabilitation
Symposium

September 9th – 10th 

Cardiopulmonary Symposium  
December 3rd 

For more information, please contact
Lisa.Carter@Beaumont.org 
Lisa Carter 248-898-1988

www.Beaumont.org 
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MPTA DIRECTOR OF CONFERENCES
Melanie Wells PT

On a wintry Saturday in April, Physical Therapy 
professionals and students gathered in Mt. Pleasant for the 
2016 MPTA Spring Conference.   Attendees were able to 
learn about kinesiology taping, leadership management, 
dementia management, palliative care, lower extremity 
neurodynamics, and starting a cash-based practice.  Our 
first attempt at hosting Clinical Roundtables brought lots of 
positive feedback from those who attended!  Our 
Membership Meeting during lunch provided so much 
information, including a special guest 
appearance/presentation from our lobbyist, Evie Sweeney, 
that we ran out of time!  If you had a 
question/concern/comment that was not able to be 
addressed, please contact the MPTA.

A special thanks to the entire conference committee, 
conference volunteers, speakers, roundtable leaders, and 
exhibitors who helped to make this conference a success.  

If you were unable to attend Spring Conference, start 
planning now to attend the 2016 Research Day and Fall 
Conference in Holland, October 14-15.  In addition to 
research posters, evidence-based platform presentations, 
and educational sessions, we will be holding a 
pre-conference course on “Cervical Mobilization for 
Complicated Orthopedic Cervical Conditions.”  You also 
don’t want to miss out on the Membership Meeting, 
Keynote Address, Exhibit Hall, Awards Banquet, and PT 
Day of Service.  Visit the MPTA website regularly for 
updates.

The conference committee is now accepting proposals for 
2017 Spring and Fall Conferences.  The form can be 
downloaded from the MPTA website, under Events.

Thank you to the 2016 Spring Sponsors:  HCR ManorCare, 
St John Providence Health System and Oakland University! 

Orthopedics Round Table Discussion Session on Palliative Care

Kinesio Taping Session
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EASTERN DISTRICT
Jennifer Blackwood, PT, PhD, GCS, GEEAA

NORTHERN DISTRICT
J. Tim Zipple, PT, DSc, OCS, FAAOMPT

DISTRICT NEWS To get the latest in District News
see the MPTA website at
www.mpta.com/districts 

The Eastern District leadership welcomes you to join us 
this Spring and Summer at our courses and other events 
and encourages you to make plans for joining us in the 
fall for other events. As chair, I am honored to work 
with such a great leadership team: Vice-Chair: 
Katherine Palazzolo and Directors:  Mike Kinyon, 
Gabrielle Stauss & Eduardo Enriquez. Collectively this 
leadership group has coordinated excellent courses and 
district events in the past year and are planning for more 
success in 2016/17. In addition, they continue to build 
networking opportunities through electronic media and 
face to face gatherings with the goal of sharing 
information relevant for physical therapy practice 
throughout the district and state. 

In January, Gabrielle Stauss spearheaded a Neuro rehab 
course at the Rehab Institute of Michigan (RIM) which 
was highly attended. The speakers at this course 
included Dr. Vicky Pardo, Dr. Jamie Haines, and 
Margaret Arnold.  Director Mike Kinyon worked 
collaboratively with the speakers to provide valuable 
feedback from the course to both the presenters and also 
the Eastern District leadership which will be used to 
plan future courses. Proceeds from the January 2016 
course went to benefit those affected by the Flint Water 
Crisis. Plans for another course at RIM in January 2017 
have begun and, again, Gabrielle is organizing this 
event for this district. 

Katie Palazzolo organized a course in May at Oakland 
University titled ‘Evidence and Application of Blood 
Pressure Practices in Physical Therapy’ presented by 
Dr. Sara Arena. Katie is working with fellow district 
leader, Eduardo Enriquez, to host a Neurodynamical 
Mobilization Course at Washtenaw Community 
College, scheduled for September 10, 2016. 

In October the district plans to host a meeting and 
educational event at Oakland University similar to last 
year’s successful PT month event which was also held 
at OU. In addition, plans are underway for an advanced 
level orthopedic course at Oakland University in the 
Fall. For more information on all of these events and to 
register for the courses go to the MPTA webpage or 
‘like’ the MPTA Eastern District facebook page. 

Lastly, as we continue to plan events for our District, if 
you would like to host a meeting or serve as an 
educational speaker for a meeting, please contact one of 
the district leaders above. We welcome you all to the 
future meetings (stay tuned to facebook, blast emails, 
and Shorelines for dates) and look forward to getting to 
know you as an engaged MPTA member!

 

March Madness is on and all young and old minds turn 
their attention to basketball! The Northern District had a 
successful course in Gaylord on March 12th, entitled 
‘Functional Massage for the Cervical Spine & Upper 
Quarter by Dhana Ponners, PT, DPT, OMPT and 
coordinated by Dynamic Physical Therapy by Niki 
Diehl, PT, DScPT, OCS. Chris Hinze, PT, DPT, 
Vice-Chair of the Northern District was on-hand to 
provide updates in the profession to the membership. 
The course was enjoyed by all. We are also helping to 
promote a course not sponsored by the Northern 
District, but one which we feel will be beneficial 
to PT’s/PTA’s in our district on Tai Chi for 
Arthritis for Fall Prevention by Cathi Knauf in 
Alpena on May 21st/22nd of 2016. The course 
information may be found at the following url: 
http://taichiforhealthinstitute.org/workshops/workshop/
?workshop_id=3760  

Additionally, we are excited about a follow-up course 
by Jeff Moore, PT, DPT, OCS, MTC, Cert-SMT to 
return to Traverse City to present a 2-day cervical spine 
management course, held the weekend of September 17, 
2016.

We had a few students and faculty available for the 
Michigan Legislative Breakfast event in April 2016. We 
had some students, clinicians and faculty members 
present to bring our messages forward to our legislators. 

Dr. Jamie Haines, a presenter at the January 2016 course at RIM,
demonstrates during the lab session.
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WESTERN DISTRICT
Kaelee Brockway, PT, DPT

UPPER PENINSULA DISTRICT
Edward Mathis, PT, DPT, MPTA Upper Peninsula District Chair

Tim Zipple, PT, DSc and Brian Locke, DPT, ATC met 
with the legislative aide of Speaker of the House, Kevin 
Cotter during our capitol visits.

Keep your eye on the MPTA Northern District Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/mptanorth?fref=ts for 
updates on future District meetings and events!

After a very busy 2015, in which the district offered 
and/or assisted with six different continuing education 
courses, the UP District is changing course in 2016 and 
working on membership development.  With the help of 
the MPTA Membership 

Committee, a power point presentation on membership 
benefits and the new professional development 
requirements was created.  District Chair, Edward 
Mathis made the first presentation at UP Rehab in 
Marquette, one of the larger employers of PTs and 
PTAs in the district as a lunch roundtable on March 
16th.  The presentation was well received and will be 
repeated in May at OSF in Escanaba and in September 
at War Memorial in Sault Sainte Marie with the 
assistance of UP Vice-Chair, Chris Moore. 

Events earlier this year:
May 18th - Spring Membership Meeting, Active PT, 
1455 W. Fair Ave., Marquette, 7-8:30 pm ET
May 25th - Spring Membership Meeting, Dickinson 
County Healthcare System, Conference Room E, 1721 
S. Stephenson Ave, Iron Mountain, 6-7:30pm CT
We held two meetings to educate our members on the 
latest chapter news from the MPTA Spring Conference 
with highlights on Legislative Activities, Payment 

Tim Zipple pictured with Rep. Tom Cochran, District 57

News, Membership Initiatives, and a full update on the 
new Michigan PDRs.

Upcoming Events:
July 22nd - The 8th annual UP Golf Social will be held 
on July 22nd in Marquette at a yet to be determined 
location, followed by an MPT-PAC Fundraiser.
July 23rd - Marquette Location TBA: “Modern Pain 
Science for Every Day Physical Therapy Practice” 
former district officer Mark Kargela is making the trip 
from his new home in Arizona to present an intro course 
on pain science/therapeutic neuroscience education. 
This will be a full day course.  Cost is $75 member/$125 
non-member.  Go to www.mpta.com to register. 
Sept 27th - “Are You Aiming Highest Bar?: Practical 
Application of APTA Core Values and the Code of 
Ethics/Standards of Ethical Practice”, Dickinson 
County Healthcare System, Conference Room E, 1721 
S. Stephenson Ave, Iron Mountain, 6-7:30pm CT

The course is a four hour program designed for the 
audience to re-examine their own professional 
behaviors through the APTA’s Core Values 
self-assessment and the APTA Code of Ethics and 
Standards of Ethical Conduct; so that the participant can 
apply these principles and standards to real-life clinical 
situations.  The course will also review the ethical and 
legal statutes for both the states of Michigan and 
Wisconsin to ensure the participant understands what is 
considered prohibited and unprofessional conduct.  The 
course will combine lecture material and problem 
solving in small groups with determine the best action to 
perform in clinical scenarios.  It was meet the Wisconsin 
Re-licensure requirement for Ethics and Jurisprudence.  
Cost is $20 member, $40 non-member.   Go to 
www.mpta.com to register.

The Western District will again be hosting its annual 
MPT – PAC fundraiser cookout in September, more 
details to come! Online registration details will be sent 
via email when details of the event are finalized.
  
A big thank you to Marty Sytsema and iMove for 
hosting the Western District meeting in May and also 
for providing dinner for all of the attendees. We would 
also like to thank April Gamble for her amazing 
presentation, "Transforming Trauma – Restoring 
Function with Survivors of Torture". 

Thank you to all the Western District members who 
proudly represented at Legislative Advocacy Day in 
Lansing. 

Have a great summer!
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WHO’S WHO
AT MPTA
2016 LIST OF BOARD MEMBERS
AND COMMITTEE LEADERS
President
 Sue Talley, PT, DPT, C/NDT
Vice President
 Mike Shoemaker, PT, DPT, PhD, GCS
Secretary
 Karin Crute, PT
Treasurer
 Nicholas Platko, PT, DPT
Director of Legislative Affairs
 Craig Miller, PT
Director of Membership and
Professional Development
 Holly Lookabaugh-Deur, PT, DSc, GCS
Director of Conferences
 Melanie Wells, PT
Director of Reimbursement
 Martin Sytsema, PT, MSPT, OMPT,
 CIMT, FAAOMPT
Director of Academic Relations
 Meri Goehring, PT, PhD, GCS, CWS
Director of Public Relations
 Suzanne Perkins, PT, DPT

DISTRICT CHAIRS:
Eastern District Chair:
 Jennifer Blackwood, PT, PhD, GCS
Western District Chair:
 Kaelee Brockway, PT
Northern District Chair:
 Tim Zipple, DScPT, OCS, FAAOMPT
Upper Peninsula District Chair
 Edward Mathis, PT, DPT

KEY CONTACTS:
Executive Director
 Julia Rice, IOM, CAE
MPTA Editor:
 Vacant
MPTA Assistant Editor:
 Ann Fox, PT, CT-LANA
MPTA Lobbyists:
 Evelyn Sweeney & Bret Marr
MI Representative to the PTA Caucas
 Benjamin Eggleston, PTA
Chief Delegate
 Cam Williams, PT, DPT, MS
Speaker of the Membership Meeting
 Ann Fox, PT, CT-LANA
Federal Affairs Liaison
 Matt Likins, PT, MPT, OCS

MPTA MAILING ADDRESS:
1055 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 205

Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 1-800-765-7848, ext. 7119

Email: mpta@mpta.com
Website: www.mpta.com
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Ask about our Core-Pak Training 

SAVE MORE THAN 30% • COURSEWORK SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Call 866-522-7725   

Jean-Pierre Barral
DO, MRO(F), RPT,  

 

Boston, MA Aug 4 - 7, 2016
Dallas/Ft Worth, TX Aug 11 - 14, 2016
Denver, CO Aug 25 - 28, 2016
Tucson, AZ Sep 8 - 11, 2016
Albuquerque, NM Sep 15 - 18, 2016
Atlanta, GA Sep 15 - 18, 2016
Baltimore, MD Sep 15 - 18, 2016
Lawrence, KS Sep 22 - 25, 2016
Ann Arbor, MI Oct 6 - 9, 2016

San Francisco, CA Sep 9 - 11, 2016
Palm Beach, FL Oct 7 - 9, 2016
Minneapolis, MN Nov 11 - 13, 2016

Upcoming Classes:

A

The Barral Institute  
is endorsed by the 

International Alliance of
 Healthcare Educators.

PER
MONTH

$100

START
TRAINING

Branch Out — 
Take your skills to the next level  
     with Visceral & Neural Manipulation...



STUDENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE – STUDENT CONCLAVE 2016
Laura Kate Morse, SPT

The theme of the 2016 Student Conclave was “Broadening 
Our Reach: Beyond the Conventional.” The event took 
place at the Comfort Inn and Suites in Mt. Pleasant on April 
1st. Michigan is home to one of the largest student 
conclaves in the nation, with over 400 students (represent-
ing DPT and PTA schools across the state) in attendance. 
The event was made possible through the participation of 
our exhibitors representing hospitals and clinics, staffing 
agencies, and adaptive equipment companies. 

To kick off the day, Jamey Schrier, DPT from Maryland, 
gave the keynote address about whether we are a “neck 
down” or a “neck up” profession. He explained that in a 
“neck down” profession PT’s and PTA’s are mostly 
“doers” and that we as therapists have much more to offer 
than just being the “doers” or going through the motions. 
He then elaborated on what a “neck up” profession is, in 
which therapists bring value in the form of solutions and 
innovation. PTs and PTAs are significant in providing 
expertise, advice, and direction in determining the patient’s 
needs and the best methods are to help them. He related this 
to the theme of the Conclave by showing how we can each 
leave our mark on the field and establish our identity as a 
“neck up” profession. 

Presentations throughout the day maintained the idea of 
therapists impacting the field of physical therapy in unique 
ways. Topics of presentations included vascular occlusion 
training, nutrition in therapy, emerging technology for gait 
analysis, oncology physical therapy, pediatric pelvic floor 
therapy, and physical therapy in a Military setting. 
Throughout the day, students were invited to participate in 
resume critiques and mock interviews with experienced 
clinicians to learn about what potential employers look for 
in job applicants. There was also a lunch presentation given 
by APTA’s core ambassador and assistant core ambassador 
about the benefits of membership for students and 
clinicians.  

Between presentations, attendees were able to explore the 
exhibit hall where they made connections with potential 
employers and learned about unique treatment tools. The 
weekend was a huge success and a great experience for all 
who attended! We had an excellent weekend with a lot of 
fun, friends, updates, and education. Thank you to the 
Student Relations Committee and all Conclave volunteers 
for all the hard work and dedication that went into making 
this a huge success!
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MPTA Student Resources:
mpta.com/students
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ANDREWS UNIVERSITY
Bill Scott, PT, MSPT

The Andrews University Department of Physical Therapy 
is seeing a changing of the guard. Kathy Berglund is 
stepping down as the Postprofessional Program Director.  
She has taught at Andrews University since 1989 and 
became the orthopedic coordinator in 1994.  In 2003 she 
became the director of the postprofessional degree program 
at Andrews University and in 2004 she received the Daniel 
A. Augsburger Excellence in Teaching Award.  She has 
served NAIOMT as a lab assistant with Erl Pettman from 
1991-2007 and as a faculty in training since 2007.  She 
became a NAIOMT faculty member in 2009. We will be 
missed by our students and faculty.  We thank you Kathy 
for your dedication to our program.  We are pleased to 
welcome Valerie Coolman as our new Postprofessional 
Program Director.  Valerie Valerie completed her Doctor of 
Science in Physical Therapy from Andrews University in 
2010. She passed the Certified Manual Therapist (CMPT) 
exam awarded from the North American Institute of 
Manual Physical Therapy in 2005 with distinction and 
Orthopaedic Certified Specialist (OCS) exam awarded by 
the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) in 
2006. Valerie also passed the Certified Manual/ 
Manipulative Therapist (COMT) exam awarded from the 
North American Institute of Manual Physical Therapy in 
2008, with distinction. Valerie became a fellow of the 
American Academy of Orthopaedic Manual Physical 
Therapist (FAAOMPT) in 2010.

What a started as a simple passing comment from first year 
Jonathan Momplaisir about hosting a water drive for Flint, 
MI quickly turned into an intense competition between 
classes and faculty.  For a week, PT students raised money 
and eventually ending up buying pallets of water.  First 
years collected over 100,000 ounces, second years collected 
over 150,000 ounces, third years collected just shy of 
200,000 ounces, and faculty collected over 25,000 ounces.  
In total 465,000 ounces (~3,600 gallons) of water were 
collected for Flint, Michigan. Thanks to the generosity of 
others and competiveness in the department, clean water 
could be served to many individuals.  

CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
J. Tim Zipple, PT, DSc, OCS, FAAOMPT

CMU News: Our interim Dean, Tom Masterson, PhD has 
been officially selected as the Dean of the Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow College of Health Sciences. We have hired a 
neurologic and an orthopaedic faculty member for the DPT 
Program as we move forward with retiring faculty 
replacements. The newest faculty members are slated to 
join our family in the fall semester of 2016. Our distance 
learning model of education is in full swing with two active 
cohorts, preparing for a third cohort this May. Our PT 
Student Organization has been very busy and held its third 
annual ‘Stomp Out MS Run/Walk with Color’ on April 
16th. It has been our major fundraiser for the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society for several years, earning approximately 
$5K in donations each year!! Additionally, students 
participated in March Madness by submitting winners 
brackets. The students held a Dodgeball Competition in 
April between the men of the Class of 2017 and Class of 
2018, with the Class of 2018 as the victors. The students in 
Houghton participated in the CopperDog 150 (150 mile 
dogsled race in the Keweenaw Peninsula). They provided 
safe roadways and acted as volunteer dog handlers for the 
event. 

Students with ongoing prospective research in the Motion 
Analysis Center in the Health Professions Building 
provided 15-30 minute presentation on their research for 
National Biomechanics Day in April. They also 
participated in the MPTA Student Conclave in Mount 
Pleasant at the Comfort Inn Conference Center, where 
programming content and networking was enjoyed by all! 
Pete Loubert, Interim Site Director of our Distance 
Learning Program at Michigan Tech University in 
Houghton, will make his return to Mount Pleasant after two 
years of service. He will return in August 2016 and a search 
committee is already taking steps to find a full-time, 
tenure-tracked faculty member in Houghton.

Kathy Berglund Valerie Coolman Flint Water Drive

Stomp Out MS Run Color Blast Finale
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HOUGHTON MS RUN

This year, the students in the Houghton cohorts decided to 
put on their own MS run in order to raise funds for the 
Michigan Chapter of the MS Foundation. Rather than a 
color run, we decided to do a costume 5k run/walk. Prizes 
were given for the top three costumes. The race course went 
through Michigan Tech's campus and then headed into 
downtown Houghton where it transitioned to the paved 
trails that run along the Portage Canal. The race then came 
back onto campus, ending where it started. In total we had 
57 participants that ran in the race. Three of these 
participants had various severities of MS and another set of 
participants ran the race in honor of their family members in 
the community who have MS. Other race day activities 
included a pre-race yoga session and then post-race 
massages with donations. We also had drawings for raffle 
prizes donated by local businesses when the race ended. In 
total our event raised over $550 for the Michigan Chapter of 
the MS Foundation. It was really great to see all of the local 
support that our race got. Watching the participants with 
MS so determined to finish the 5k made all of the hours of 
planning that went into the race worth it.

GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
Bonni Kinne, PT, MSPT, MA

The APTA Combined Sections Meeting and the MPTA 
Student Conclave/Spring Conference were well-attended 
by faculty, students, and alumni.  At the APTA Combined 
Sections Meeting, Professors Meri Goehring and Jon Rose 
presented an educational session, and Professor Bonni 
Kinne (with recent graduates Tyler Finch, Alexander 
Macken, & Chad Smoyer) gave a platform presentation.  
Poster presentations were given by Professor Barbara Baker 
(with recent graduates Megan Kaiser, Melissa Kay, & Erica 
O’Neal); Professor Cathy Harro (with recent graduates 
Chris Burdis, Alicia Marquis, & Natasha Piper); Professor 
Lisa Kenyon; Professor Bonni Kinne; Professors Karen 
Ozga and Lisa Kenyon (with recent graduates Allison 
Engel, Patty Kool, & Megan Sievers); Professors John 
Peck, Lisa Kenyon, and Michael Shoemaker (with recent 
graduates Kayla Kreiner, Kelsey Michals, & Keesha 
Shankle); Professor Jon Rose (with recent graduates Mark 
Brostman, Travis Dittmer, & Scott McKeel); and Professor 
Michael Shoemaker (with recent graduate Kim Hanson).  
At the MPTA Student Conclave, Professor Barbara 
Hoogenboom presented an educational session, and the 
students won the MPT-PAC Golden Goniometer Award.

In other news, Professor Barbara Hoogenboom (with recent 
graduate Alyssa Krikke) published an article in “Topics in 
Geriatric Rehabilitation”, and Professor Daniel Vaughn 
(with recent graduates Maureen Case, Megan Colby, & 
Tamara Kas) published an article in the “Journal of 
Bodywork and Movement Therapies”.  Professor Lisa 
Kenyon gave four presentations at the International Seating 
Symposium.  Professor Meri Goehring was selected as the 
MPTA Director of Academic Relations.  The Class of 2017 
(under the direction of Wesley Barger, Katharine Cline, 
Allison Huyser, Anna Stinson, & Hayley Woodward) 
hosted the Wheel Run, an event that drew 191 participants.  
Over the past 20 years, this event has raised over $100,000 
for the      non-profit organization, Alternatives in Motion. 

In other news, Professor Barbara Baker again took students 
(Nicole Bringer, Kelly Conley, Lisa Hostnik, Lauren Smith, 
Marissa Thomas, and Zachary Waugh) on a 
service-learning trip to Guatemala over the summer. In 
addition, the Department of Physical Therapy and the 
Center for Adult and Continuing Studies are sponsoring 
professional development opportunities for physical 
therapists. For more information, please visit 
www.gvsu.edu/ptpd.

Keweenaw CopperDog 150 Race – February 2016

Ashley Avery and 
Caitlyn Smith (GVSU 
Class of 2017) 
participating in the 
Wheel Run
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MID MICHIGAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Submitted by Crystal Parker, PTA, BS

The 2015-16 academic year has come to a close and the 
PTA Program is excited for 2016-17 and the addition of a 
second cohort of 18 students.  It will be the first time 
MMCC’s PTA Program will be educating two cohorts of 
students at the same time.  The program has increased 
treatment tables, exercise equipment, modality machines 
and supplies to accommodate the additional students, and 
lab course schedules have been adjusted to allow each 
course adequate time in the skills lab room.

Our students had an exceptional experience at the MPTA 
Student Conclave this year.  For many of them it was a first 
attendance at a conference, and their enthusiasm for their 
career was boosted through all of the educational sessions.  
They thoroughly enjoyed speaking with the vendors, the 
many giveaways, and especially a break from classes and 
studying!
The student club, PTASTIC, is very enthusiastic about 
fundraising this year and has planned a 5K untimed Color 
Run on the MMCC campus in Harrison this fall.  Proceeds 
from this event will offset some of the costs to the students 
for the NPTE, and the students are donating a portion of the 
profits to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  For more 
information find us on Facebook at “PTASTIC Color 
Run/Walk” and register on our website at 
ptasticcolorrun.eventbrite.com.    
   
The program will honor our clinical education (CE) faculty 
at our annual CE meeting on May 17th.  We take this time 
each year to thank our CCCEs and CIs for their 
commitment to providing education in the clinic to PTA 
students.  Additionally, we will award two registration 
scholarships for the Credentialed Clinical Instructor 
Program at this meeting.  More information about the PTA 
Program at MMCC can be found at www.midmich.edu/pta.

  

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY 
Kris Thompson, PT, PhD

The Oakland University physical therapy program received 
good news this spring when faculty member John Krauss, 
PT, PhD, OCS, FAAOMPT was promoted to full professor. 
Congratulations to John who is well known as an excellent 
clinician, researcher, and teacher. He has contributed 
greatly to the PT program, to students and to the profession. 
Congratulations to Jacqueline Drouin, PT, PhD who was 
awarded the 2015 Oncology Section Debbra Flomenhoft 
Humanitarian Award. Congratulations are also due to a 
number of third year DPT students who received 
scholarships. Receiving the Neil King Scholarship, 
supported by Neil King, MPT,  were Jay Busser and Ashley 
Herrick. Sarah Lange and Vera Malushi received the 
William (Steve) Lytle Scholarship. Lindesay Amato 
received the Elizabeth Pfister Memorial Scholarship and 
Kodie Kryzs and Alea Woloszyn received the Spectra Med 
Scholarship which is supported by Dan and Teresa Stayer, 
PT. The PT program appreciates the contributions of 
faculty, former faculty, graduates and former patients and 
clients who support scholarships for students. 
The MPTA Student Conclave was held this spring and 
several second year DPT students who serve on the MPTA 
SRC helped to organize the conference. Several faculty 
members including Jacqueline Scully, Sara Arena and 
Melodie Kondratek participated in the annual Human 
Health Day held at Oakland University. Human Health Day 
is an opportunity for high school students and their families 
to come to Oakland to learn about careers in the health 
professions. Several DPT students provided educational 
sessions and demonstrations. Check out the Oakland 
University Physical Therapy Program Facebook page for 
pictures of the DPT students in action! The PT program also 
hosts monthly DPT Informational sessions for prospective 
students. Best wishes from the OU faculty, staff and 
students for a wonderful summer.
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The MPTA Student Conclave was held this spring and 
several second year DPT students who serve on the MPTA 
SRC helped to organize the conference. Several faculty 
members including Jacqueline Scully, Sara Arena and 

OU DPT students at the MPTA 
Student Conclave

Alex Pieters and Justin Wight at 
Human Health Day
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-FLINT
Jennifer Blackwood PT, PhD, GCS, CEEAA

• Professional DPT students presented their case reports on 
Poster Day held on April 15, 2016. Data collection occurred 
during the Fall semester 4 week clinical affiliation. Thanks 
to the clinical instructors who facilitated this process. 
• Congratulations to faculty member & alumnus, Dr. Amy 
Yorke PT, PhD, NCS on being awarded the prestigious Dr. 
Lois Matz Rosen Junior Faculty Excellence in Teaching 
Award at our University of Michigan-Flint! Well done, Amy!
• Faculty and students were involved in 28 Poster 
Presentations, 3 Platform presentations, and 3 education 
sessions at CSM 2016. Professors Bara Alsalaheen and 
Ryan Bean’s education session on evidence based 
concussion management was featured in PT in Motion’s 
CSM 2016 Highlights Edition. 
• Dr. Leslie Smith, faculty member and alumnus, was 
selected as a member of the inaugural cohort of 
Interprofessional Leadership Fellows at the University of 
Michigan. The program was designed to build their capacity 
as interprofessional educator scholars, as well as effective 
leaders and change agents. Congratulations Leslie!
• DPT students presented and helped coordinate a MS 
educational event on campus which was a part of their 
service learning project. 
• Faculty member and alumnus, Michele Lambaria was 
highlighted for partnering with the Early Childhood 
Development Center in her Pediatric PT courses where 
students work weekly with children on their fine motor 
skills, muscle development, and other skills.
• Dissemination of faculty research continues to expand 
with a number of publications and/or presentations recently 
from the department- of which many of them have students 
assisting.
 

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
Jennifer Dickson, PT, DPT, OMPT

What a great start to the new year at WSU… We have so 
much to celebrate!  

US News & World Report rankings are in for 2016 and the 
physical therapy program at Wayne State University has 
climbed 20 spots!  We are now tied for #101 – Go 
Warriors!!

Congratulations to Jasmine Konja, a second year DPT 
student at Wayne State University, who was awarded the 
2016 Consortium for Multiple Sclerosis Centers (CMSC) 
Rehabilitation Student Annual Meeting Scholarship. This 
scholarship will sponsor her attendance at the CMSC 
annual meeting June 1-4, 2016 in National Harbor, 
Maryland. Jasmine is particularly interested in neurologic 
physical therapy, and after graduation, she plans to work 
with individuals with multiple sclerosis. 

WSU has continuing education opportunities right around 
the corner.  Dr. Sujay Galen will be presenting “The 
Neuroscience Summer Course 2016” on July 30-31.  For 
additional details or to register, please contact Dr. Galen 
directly at sujay.galen@wayne.edu.  WSU will also be 
hosting the FSBPT Item Writing Workshop in September 
2016.   Keep your eyes open for more details on the 
workshop and additional opportunities for continuing 
education at WSU!  

And last, but not least, HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY to 
the program in physical therapy at Wayne State University! 
To celebrate our 50 years, we will be hosting an alumni 
reception on Friday October 28, 2016 from 6-9pm.  

Mark your calendars now and visit the following link for 
more details and to RSVP.  
http://forms.wayne.edu/570d49f568dee
We look forward to seeing you there!! 

Have a wonderful summer!!

Second year DPT 
students presenting at 
the Annual Poster 
Presentation Event in 
April, 2016.

PT faculty and students 
partnered with the 
National MS Society for 
an educational event 
held at the University 
in April

DEW what you SAY 5K April 9, 2016.  WSU PT students raised 
over $2800 for the SAY Detroit pro-bono PT clinic and DEW clinic!  
Thanks to everyone who participated to make this event a success!!
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